
St. Maria Goretti 
 

 Our saint today is the patron of youth, purity, and victims of rape.  
Little Maria was born in October 16, 1890 in Italy.  She was the daughter 

of a poor Italian tenant farmer.  Maria never had a chance to go to 
school.  She also never learned to read or write.  Unfortunately, her 

father died from Malaria when she was very young.  Consequently, her 
mother was left to raise five children.  The family was close knit and loved 

God.   
 

 In keeping with her age, Maria had a simple devotion to the Lord.  
She had to walk long distances to learn her Catechism.  At the age of 11, 

she was at the top of the stairs in her home mending a shirt on a hot July 
afternoon.   

 
 A cart stopped outside and a neighbor, an 18-year-old boy, 

Alessandro Serenelli, ran up the stairs.  He seized her and pulled her into 
a bedroom.  She struggled and tried to call for help.  Maria cried out that 
she would rather die than commit sin.  Previously, she had told her 

mother, “A thousand deaths rather than commit one sin.” 
 

 In the struggle, Maria protested, “God does not want it.  It is a sin.  
You will go to hell.”  In his madness, the boy began striking Maria with a 

knife eleven times.  Maria was taken to the hospital where she was 
surrounded by her mother, the parish priests, and nuns.  She forgave her 

assassin, received Viaticum, and in peace said, “It is Jesus I am soon 
going to see.”  She even forgave Alessandro and hoped that he would one 

day join her in heaven.  She died while looking upon an image of the 
Virgin Mary and holding a cross to her chest. 

 
 Her attacker was sentenced to 30 years in prison.  After years of no 

repentance, one night he had a dream or vision of Maria gathering flowers 
and offering them to him.  She offered him lilies, which accepted, but 
they burned in his hand.  This changed his life.  When he awoke, he 

admitted his sins and repented.  When he was released from prison, his 
first act was to beg the forgiveness of Maria’s mother.  

 
 At Maria’s beautification in 1947, Maria’s mother (then 82), two 

sisters and a brother appeared with Pope Pius XII on the balcony of St. 
Peter’s.  Three years later, at her canonization, a 62-year-old Alessandro 

Serenelli knelt in joy with a quarter million pilgrims and cried tears of joy. 
  

 Maria teaches us so much - the beauty of simplicity, purity, 
innocence, and devotion to God.  Like Maria and her family, may we 

forgive those who harm us and trust that God will always bring good out 
of evil.  St. Maria Goretti, pray for us!       


