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 In Mark’s Gospel, the first words of Jesus when He comes onto the 

scene in His public ministry are: “This is the time of fulfillment.  The 

kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  The 

kingdom of God showed signs of making its appearance in yesterday’s 

gospel with the healing of the man with the unclean spirit in the synagogue 

at Capernaum.   

 Today, the kingdom of God continues to make its appearance with 

healing of Simon Peter’s mother-in-law who is sick with a fever.  Her 

sickness is shown by the fact that while normally a host would offer 

hospitality for a guest, she is unable to do so because of her sickness.   

 Mark tells us that Jesus approached her, grasped her hand, and raised 

her up.  Here, we see a foreshadowing of Jesus’ Resurrection in that Mark 

uses the same vocabulary, “he raised her up.”  This is the same vocabulary 

that he will use for Jesus’ Resurrection.   

 After the miracle, Simon Peter’s mother-in-law waited on them.  The 

Greek verb here is diakoneo, which is where we get the word deacon.  

Simon Peter’s mother-in-law, then, demonstrates her gratitude for the 

healing by serving Jesus and His disciples.  In doing so, she is a model for all 

us.  We serve Jesus in serving others out of gratitude for what He has done 

for us. 

 Additionally, notice what Jesus then does after a whirlwind of 

ministerial activity.  Mark says that He rose early before dawn and went off 

to a deserted place to pray.  Here again we see Jesus making the time to 

pray.  He knows that after the sun rises, crowds will be looking for Him.  

Thus, He gets up early to make sure that He spends intimate time with the 

Father.  

 For us today, we can see the importance of keeping a well balanced 

life between “doing good by the grace of God” and “taking time to pray.”  

The two go hand-in-hand.  We cannot do one without the other.   

 In prayer, we experience the closeness of Jesus and all that He has 

done for us.  Once we have experienced the goodness of Jesus, out of 

gratitude we turn to serve others just as Simon Peter’s mother-in-law did in 

today’s gospel. 


