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 I have two younger brothers.  Like many siblings, there were 

times we got along, and there were times we didn’t.  If there was any 

fighting or yelling, and my mom couldn’t see us, all she had to say 

was, “Lenny, whatever you’re doing, knock it off.”  Usually, it was my 

fault.  I was the instigator.   

 One of my punishments was to be quarantined – “time out.”        

I was removed from all human beings by being put in the corner.  I 

never liked the corner.  What a punishment – staring at the spot 

where two walls meet.  It’s a miracle that I am not cross-eyed today.  

 Most of you are aware that leprosy in Jesus’ day was a kind of 

social death.  If diagnosed with this dreaded disease, you were 

quarantined.  Physically, people feared it would spread.  Socially, 

you were removed from the community - little or no friendship, 

affection, and most importantly, love.  Spiritually, you were barred 

from the synagogue, the Temple, feeling cut off from God.   

 If this wasn’t bad enough, as we heard in our first reading, if 

someone came near you, you heard to tear your clothes and cry out 

“Unclean, unclean.”  This must have been embarrassing.  You basically 

said, “Beware, I’m a monster!” to anyone who approached you.  The 

psychological damage alone would have been painful.   
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 In this light, we have to hand it to the leper.  He is bold.  He 

approaches Jesus.  Kneeling down, he begs, “If you wish, you can make 

me clean.”  I like that he uses the conditional word, “if.”  He doesn’t make 

demands on Jesus.  Instead, he appeals to His heart.  Today, he might 

say, “Jesus, I love you.  Have pity and please heal me.  Bring me back 

into the community and communion with God.”   

 After moving Jesus’ heart, we hear something beautiful.  Jesus 

stretches out his hand and touches the leper.  I would love to see 

people’s faces as He did this.  “Jesus, what are you doing?  He’s unclean!”   

 In response, Mark tells us that the man, while told to keep silent, 

begins to publicize the matter.  This is good gossip!  Joy cannot be 

contained.  He has experienced Jesus’ compassion and healing.  He must 

share it with others.  This is the heart of evangelization – sharing how 

Jesus has touched you, how He has healed you, and reconnected you with 

God, yourselves, and others.   

  Unfortunately, for Jesus, He can no longer enter a town openly. 

Now, He must remain outside in deserted places so that people must 

come to Him.  This is ironic.  Previously, it was the leper who couldn’t 

enter the town.  Now, Jesus cannot enter the town.  In other words, Jesus 

has taken the place of the leper.  He is in isolation, while the leper is free 

to move about in the town.  Jesus takes the leper’s burden.  Mark has 

given us a mini-gospel here.  Jesus assumes the leper’s burdens.    
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 If you can believe it, Lent begins this Wednesday.  This year is 

unique in that Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day.  If you give up 

deserts, you can take your special someone or spouse out for some 

fruit or vegetables.  Everyone likes fruit or vegetables.   

 When lived well, Lent is probably the most difficult time of the 

year – cutting back from extra food (meat), TV, and increasing 

spiritual things like prayer, reading, etc.    

 A nice image to keep in mind is Jesus reaching out His hand.  In 

the Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo painted the creation story with God 

reaching out His hand to give Adam life.  Adam, however, is slothful 

with a bent finger, barely willing to receive it.   

 Jesus always reaches out his hand to heal us, give us life, and 

bring us more deeply into communion with our heavenly Father.  Every 

Lent, Jesus reaches out His hand a little more to give life.   

 Here at St. Therese, we will have lots of opportunities where 

Jesus reaches out His hand to give you life.  We sent out a pamphlet 

to all registered households with those activities last week.    

 This week, Ash Wednesday Masses are at 8:00 am and 7:00 pm.  

We give out ashes for free.  Whoever has the biggest cross on their 

head gets $5.00.  This Friday and all Fridays we have Stations of the 

Cross at 5:30, with either soup supper or a fish fry to follow.  Stations 

are one of my absolute favorite things to do - walk with Jesus.  
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 A week from Thursday (Feb. 22nd), we have one of the best 

speakers in the country coming with Dr. Tim Gray.  He will speak on 

families and give practical tips on trying to raise children today (or 

bring children back to the faith) – how to teach them the faith, being a 

role model for them, etc.  The talk is at 6:00 pm, and then our           

St. Therese cooking crew will serve a beef brisket dinner.  There will 

be childcare available, and they will receive food as well.  If I had a 

family, I would be going to this in a heartbeat.  It would be a shame to 

miss this.  Again, this is Jesus reaching out His hand to you.   

 On Tuesday, March 14th, we will be doing our Feed My Starving 

Meal pack in our school gym.  Our goal is to pack 94,000 meals for 

those who are hungry.  This will be an incredible feat.  It is our way of 

being Jesus’ hand – reaching out to those who suffer from hunger.  

“Whatever you did for the least of my brothers, you did for me.”        

(Mt 25:40)    

 Finally, I will be giving a talk on Jesus’ Passion called Radical 

Love using great art on Tuesday, March 20, here in the sanctuary.  It 

is a night of rest, learning, and prayer.  Think of it as a spiritual 

Jacuzzi for your soul. 

 In short, we have lots of opportunities to approach Jesus this 

Lent, to experience His healing touch.  In doing so, like the leper, you 

can go out and share the beauty of Christ and all He’s done for you!  


