
 We continue to look at the Gospel of Mark and how God’s 
kingdom is breaking in through the Person of Jesus.  This in-breaking 

began with Jesus’ healing of Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.  The healing 
demonstrates that Jesus has power over sickness.  Today, we focus on 

Jesus’ healing of the leper demonstrating His power over disease.  
Let us look more closely at this beautiful encounter. 

 
 According to the Book of Leviticus, if a priest examined a person 

and declared him or her unclean, the person was to rent their 
garments, dishevel their hair, and cry out, “Unclean, unclean!” (13:45) 

Furthermore, the person was to dwell apart, taking up residence 
outside the camp (13:46).  A diagnosis of leprosy, then, was a kind of 

religious and social death.  Obviously, the disease was dreaded. 
 

 That said, notice the audacity of this man in that he approached 

Jesus.  He did not touch Jesus, knowing that this was forbidden.  In 
response, Mark tells us that Jesus was “moved with pity,” “stretched 

out his hand” and “touched the leper.”  Certainly Jesus could have 
healed the leper by only saying the Word (cf Mt 8:8).  In touching him, 

Jesus is not contaminated.  Instead, we could say that the man is 
“contaminated” by Jesus’ holiness.  He is made clean.   

 
 Jesus then gives the man two commands: tell no one and show 

yourself to the priest.  The former so that others won’t be attracted to 
Jesus for the wrong reasons (only for healing), while the latter shows 

that Jesus respects the Law.  Unfortunately, the man disobeys Jesus’ 
order by spreading the matter.  Evidently, the ancients struggle just as 

much at keeping things to themselves as we moderns do! 
 

 Finally, we hear what results from the man’s disobedience.  

Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but instead remained in 
deserted places.  Ironically, the leper began outside the camp and is 

restored to community life.  Jesus, on the other hand, was able to 
move about freely in villages, but now is forced to live out in the 

country.  The two have traded places.  Jesus finds Himself suffering in 
the leper’s place.  In short, we have a mini-gospel paradigm here. 

 
 Today’s leper encourages us to go to Jesus with both our joys 

and our leprosy (i.e., sins).  By begging Him for His mercy, He will 
have compassion on us, reach out His hand, and cure us.  As 

Catholics, we do this every time we go to confession.  We “show our 
leprosy” to the priest, who tenderly examines it and gives the needed 

medicine (Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy).  In response, like the leper, 
we can share with our family and friends all that Jesus did for us.        


