
 Today we have one of my favorite little scenes in the Scripture.  A 
rich young man approaches Jesus asking what he needs to do – by his 

own efforts – to inherit eternal life.  Ironically, immediately before this 
scene Jesus reminded His listeners that it’s children, those dependent, 

who belong to the kingdom.     
 

 Nonetheless, although rich, the man recognizes that he has a desire 
in his heart that is unfulfilled.  While materially well off, he is still hungry.   

Pope St. John Paul II, in writing an encyclical on the moral life, says that 
all of us can recognize ourselves in this young man.   

 
 When we are honest with ourselves, we recognize a certain ache in 

our heart.  There must be something more.  Additionally, our hearts 
hunger to know the most fundamental questions in life: Where did I come 

from?  Why am I here?  What is happiness and how do I obtain it?  What 
is my ultimate purpose in life?  Where am I going?  And even more, when 

honest with ourselves, we deeply desire to sacrifice our lives for others.   
 
 Jesus gives one of His most challenge and delightful responses to 

the young man.  He sees goodness in him.  Mark says that Jesus looked 
at the young man and “loved him.”  Out of love, then, Jesus responds to 

the man by challenging him to remove the roadblock (excessive material 
things) to live a radical life of love, i.e., follow Christ with his whole heart.   

 
 In doing so, Jesus indirectly responds to the man’s question.  What 

must I do to inherit eternal life?  Follow me with your whole heart, mind, 
strength, and soul.  This means keeping the commandments and in the 

end, depending only on me and not on your own security through 
material goods.    

  
 Today, in celebrating Memorial Day, we remember those who died 

in active military service.  We thank God for their sacrifice for our 
country.  About 1.2 million troops have died in war for the sake of our 
freedom and country.  

 

 Behind the loss of each life there are fellow soldiers, family 

members, and friends who suffered tremendously.  Many carried the 
pain of losing their comrade or loved one for the rest of their life.  We 

thank God for their sacrifice, dedication, and courage in defending our 
country and for the great gift of freedom that we hold so dear.   

 
 We pray that they now embrace Christ, their true treasure, and 

are rewarded for their gift to us.  In gratitude, we pray: Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord.  And let perpetual light shine upon them.  

 


