
 Think of all the chores that must get done around your house.   
Your family may even divide them up: doing the laundry, taking out 

the garbage, cleaning the bathroom, cleaning your room, making your 
bed, doing the dishes, vacuuming, sweeping the floors, etc.   

 
 Now imagine there was an argument about which chore is the 

greatest, or the most important.  Someone argues, “It’s cleaning the 
bathroom.”  “No, it’s doing the dishes,” another says.  Then you ask 

your mom or dad, “Which chore is the most important?”  And your 
mom or dad says, “Loving your mom and dad, and your brothers and 

sisters is more important than all the chores in the house.” 
 

 Why would your mom or dad say that?  Because it puts all the 
chores in perspective – completing chores is an expression of love.  I 

make my bed because I love my parents and desire to good for them.  

I help with the dishes because mom and dad who do so much for me.   
 

 Today we hear about one of the scribes who asks Jesus, “Which 
is the is the first of all the commandments?”  The Torah was full of 

commandments - 613 according to rabbinic tradition.  Naturally, the 
scribes argued which one was the greatest.  Jesus puts all the 

commandments in perspective – love God with all you have and love 
your neighbor as yourself.   

 
 But then He says something very interesting to the scribe.  “You 

are not far from the Kingdom of God.”  Wouldn’t you think Jesus would 
say the scribe is in the kingdom of God with such a great answer?  But 

He doesn’t.  Jesus says, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  
Why does He say this?  

 

 There are a couple of reasons.  First, we know that Jesus is the 
kingdom of God in the flesh.  In other words, when we see Jesus, we 

see the kingdom of God.  Physically, then, the scribe is not standing 
far away from Jesus.  He is close to Jesus. 

 
 Second, and more importantly, the scribe has not yet given his 

heart over to Jesus.  He gives the right answers – head knowledge – 
but he has not yet committed to do everything for the sake of Jesus, 

i.e., for the sake of love. 
 

 For us today, it’s important to remember that everything we do 
– keeping the Commandments – is because we love Jesus.  This puts 

everything in perspective.  We do things out of love for Him.  When we 
do that, God willing, we will not only be close to the kingdom, but in it. 


