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 With our gospel today, we move into a new section where we learn the 

content of Jesus teaching.  Up until now, Mark has simply been telling us 

that the people were astonished at His teaching.   

 Oftentimes, Jesus does not teach with straight-talk, but rather in 

parables.  A word here about parables may be helpful.  A parable is a short 

memorable story often using images from everyday life to convey deep 

spiritual truths.  The idea is that divine light shines through the things of this 

world. 

 In using parables, Jesus displays both His perfect humility and 

wisdom.  He displays humility in that He doesn’t teach us abstract truths 

that are difficult to understand.  Instead, He teaches us using common every 

things or activities in such a way that even small children can understand.   

 He displays His wisdom, however, in that parables always have a 

mysterious hidden dimension to them.  They require us to stop, to meditate 

and pray over their deeper meaning.  In this way, they require us to be 

humble and turn to God and ask Him for help to understand them.  St. 

James will say it this way, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble" (James 4:6). 

 Regarding the parable of the sower and the seed, notice first that seed 

is spread all over the place.  Immediately, we may think the sewer is 

careless.  This is not the case.  Instead, the sewer is tremendously generous 

in that he sows seed in lots of different places even though He knows some 

of it will not bear fruit. 

 While much seed never bears fruit, thankfully some seed of it bears 

great fruit.  In her autobiography Story of the Soul, St. Therese of Lisieux 

wondered why some people like St. Paul are showered with great graces 

while others died without having even heard the name of God.  After asking 

this question, she says that the Lord showed her that if everyone were roses 

or lilies, nature would lose its springtide beauty.  God’s garden has lots of 

flowers.  There are not only roses and lilys, but also daisies or simply violets. 

 For our part, may we pray for God’s grace that He may open our 

hearts so that we may respond generously to the seed He sows in our own 

lives.  In doing so, we will be a beautiful flower among many in God’s 

beautiful garden of souls.     


