
 You may or may not have had the experience of judging people 
when you first meet them.  I had this experience in the seminary when 

we had a fairly new professor my last year.  I met him and initially 
didn’t really care for him much.  I figured that he was a certain way, 

he had certain set of beliefs, and that was that. 
 

 However, over time as I got to know him better, I kept finding 
myself thinking, “Gosh, I was really wrong about this man.  He is very 

different than the little box that I put into.  I feel like the Lord used 
that experience to teach me a lesson.  Give people a chance.  Don’t 

put them into a little box.  Ask God to see people as He sees them. 
 

 In reading over our gospel, we get the sense that the people of 
Nazareth fell into what I call the “disease of familiarity.”  We often 

make this mistake with our family members.  “I know you.  This is 

your personality.  You act this way.  Don’t try anything different.”   
 

 Those who knew Jesus growing up did this, “We know you.  
Where did you get all this teaching?  How do you do these miracles?”  

We may be tempted to be hard on them, but we can fall into the very 
same trap.   

 
 How many have had no idea what the Scriptures were read after 

the Liturgy of the Word?  Or when you hear a story like the prodigal 
son, you shut down because you say, “I’ve heard this a story a million 

times.  There’s nothing new here.”  Or after receiving the Eucharist, 
just take the Lord for granted?   

 
 Becoming overly familiar with Jesus can be very dangerous.  Like 

those at Nazareth, we limit His power or simply fail to give Him the 

honor that He deserves.   
 

 As a priest, I can do the exact same thing.  Here’s just another 
Mass.  There is a common sign in sacristies, “Priest of God, celebrate 

this Mass as if it were you first Mass, last Mass, your only Mass.”   
 

 We could say the same for receiving the Eucharist, “Child of God, 
receive the Eucharist as it were your first Holy Communion, your only 

Communion, and your last Communion.”   
 

 May we pray for open hearts, always in awe at the Lord and 
open to receiving His Word and power in the Eucharist in all its 

newness each day.  In doing so, we will not limit what Jesus wants to 
do in our lives.    


