
 Context helps put each day’s gospel into perspective.  Previous to 
today, the people in Nazareth largely rejected Jesus.  Clearly, this is a 

setback.  In response, Jesus simply moves to the next town.  If Jesus is our 
model, my first thought is how we handle setbacks.  Imagine if Mark had 

said, “Jesus became bitter and resentful, giving the people in Nazareth the 
cold shoulder.  He then went to the next town and gossiped about them.”  
Many of us may are tempted to do this when rejected.  Jesus, however, 

simply moves to the next town continuing His mission. 
 

 Next, we hear that Jesus summons the twelve and sends them out two 
by two.  Christianity is a team sport.  Those who try to go it alone at best are 
ineffective, and at worst fail miserably.  By traveling in pairs, they can pray 

together, encourage and support each other.   
 

 Jesus gives them authority over unclean spirits.  In doing so, notice 
that Jesus shares His authority and power with others.  He’s God.  He could 
spread God’s kingdom all by Himself.  However, He wills (critical point!) to 

work through others to spread His kingdom. 
 

 This is a point we’ve gotten so used to that we don’t give it much 
thought anymore.  However, it is really something that Jesus wills to use 

broken and weak people to spread God’s reign.  There are times when I say, 
“Lord, thank you for allowing me to be a part of your work.  Really…thank 
you!”  

 
 We then hear about the scanty provisions – walking stick, no food, no 

sack, and no money in their belts.  What is happening here?  Why does Jesus 
command for them to travel so lightly?  A reflection on our fallen human 
nature is helpful.   

 
 Our primordial sin is that deep in our hearts, we really don’t trust God.  

We question whether He will provide for us.  Therefore, we move into self-
reliance.  I need to take care of myself.  By commanding them to travel so 
lightly, they are in some sense forced to rely on God’s providence and care 

through the generosity of others.      
 

 What about Jesus’ command not to move from house to house?  
Again, Jesus is the model.  In Capernaum, He stayed in Simon Peter’s home.  
He did not move about from house to house.  Additionally, it would prevent 

them from upgrading their accommodations.  The goal is bringing in God’s 
kingdom, not who has the best lodgings.   

   
 For us today, it is a great joy and blessing for any baptized person to 
share in the mission of Christ.  Moreover, like the apostles, we are in this 

together.  And like the apostles, God has given us all we need.  We 
evangelize in simplicity, relying completely on Him.  And whether we are 

accepted or not, we trust that Jesus is with us and will help us through the 
mission that He has given us. 


