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 A couple of weeks ago I offered a few words concerning the 

serious challenges we face as the Lord’s Church.  Since then, as many 

of you know, a lot has happened.  With each day’s news, it feels like 

we are being plucked to death by a chicken.   Given that some of you 

may not follow the news closely, let me take a moment to recap what 

the Church is going through.   

 After the release of the Grand Jury report in Pennsylvania 

detailing decades of clergy abuse (Aug. 14), the former nuncio to the 

United States (2011-2016), Archbishop Viganò, released an 11-page 

document accusing Vatican officials of corruption.  Additionally, he 

says that Pope Francis relaxed restrictions on Theodore McCarrick, the 

former Cardinal of Washington D.C., who has been credibly accused of 

abusing seminarians.  At the end of his letter, he asked Pope Francis 

to resign for relaxing the restrictions imposed on McCarrick.  

Archbishop Viganò has gone into hiding fearing for his life.   

 Moreover, in the last week a heated battle has broken out 

between bishops, some supporting Viganò and some voicing their 

opposition against him.  Archbishop Hebda released a letter on Friday 

asking for an independent review to resolve the situation and restore 

trust.  It is safe to say that we have never seen anything like this in 

the recent history of the Church. 
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 For my part, I simply want to make a few points for us here at     

St. Therese.  First, let us remember that real human beings, good 

people, have been hurt.  I am not concerned about ideological lines – 

conservative vs. liberal.  Let me say it again: innocent people have been 

hurt by my brother priests – priests who were supposed to be the face of 

Jesus – bringing mercy, forgiveness, and healing.  It is simply tragic. 

 I encourage you not to take sides, but rather get on your knees and 

pray for those who have been hurt, their families, and for healing in the 

Body of Christ.  We are all baptized and share in the one Eucharist.   

 Second, I want to quote a line from Archbishop Hebda’s column on 

August 9 in the Catholic Spirit.  He said, “I don’t think that the Church in 

the United States will rest — and confidence will be restored — until the 

matter is independently investigated and explained, and assurances are 

given that there are safeguards in place to make sure that something like 

this couldn’t happen again.”  An investigation must be forthcoming.   

 In the statement released by Archbishop Hebda on Friday, he said 

that such an investigation should be competent, independent, and 

objective.  Laity experienced in this area should be given the lead.  

Similar to his statement in the Catholic Spirit, he went on to say that “We 

need the assurance that any cleric – whether a newly ordained priest or a 

Pope – who abused minors or knowingly protected or enabled such 

abusers, will be held accountable.”  Pray that God raises up good faithful 

people who love Him and His Church to bring all things to light.  
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 Third, pray that competent people will put in place measures to 

ensure that this never happens again.  Whenever anyone is suspected 

of abusive behavior or attempts to conceal those who do so, there 

should ways to easily to report this abuse.  The culture of secrecy 

around credible allegations must end otherwise trust will never be 

restored. 

 On this last point, the application process into the seminary and 

seminary formation has to be reevaluated.  I am happy that they have 

made psychological testing part of the application process for entering 

seminary.  On a personal note, I went through two different 

psychological exams.  This isn’t because I am weird (which is certainly 

debatable) but because I transferred dioceses in the middle of 

seminary formation to be closer to home.  Hence, I had to go through 

psychological testing twice.   

 The faithful have a right to receive priests that have a healthy 

prayer life, good friendships, able to keep healthy boundaries, 

maintain a healthy understanding of their sexuality, and possess a 

deep heart for Christ and serving Him by serving God’s people.  Pray 

that God raises up young people – priests, consecrated sisters, 

husbands, wives, moms, dads, single people, etc. – new saints – who 

will help bring healing and new life to Christ’s Church.  God always 

raises up new saints after every crisis! 
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 Today divine providence has given us the perfect gospel with our 

current crisis.  Jesus accuses the Pharisees, the leaders of the day, of 

living a double life.  While on the outside they appear to be faithful and 

honor God, in reality their hearts are far from Him.  In other words, 

they do not really love Him or those whom they are called to serve.   

In contrast, true leaders have integrity.  They are upright and honest 

in all matters and at all times. 

 For our part, what can we do?  Certainly, express how you feel 

and demand change: accountability, honesty, and transparency at all 

levels of the Church.  Light must be shined on all areas.   

 Furthermore, a couple of months ago, we had a beautiful prayer 

service with Adoration and lighting of candles.  It was powerful and 

peaceful.  In fact, we prayed for Linda Lucke who was on hospice.  I 

understand nothing short of a miracle has happened since that prayer 

service.  Linda has made an unbelievable recovery and may even go 

off of hospice soon.  She credits much of this to the power of your 

prayers. 

 As mentioned before, we will have a parish prayer service on 

Tuesday, September 11, at 7:00 pm.  I can’t think of a better time 

to do this than right now.  The Body of Christ is at its best when we 

come together, support each other, and pray for each other.   
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 We will pray for those who have been hurt by clergy.  We will 

pray for our country, which needs it.  We will pray for the Church, 

which really needs it.  And we will pray for an increase of vocations, 

men and women of integrity who love God and serving His people.    

 Fr. David Blume, the vocation’s director, will be here that 

evening.  We will have a social after the hour with cookies and other 

things.  Fr. Blume will give some of his reflections on his work, the 

challenges of those entering seminary or consecrated life today, and 

answer whatever questions you have. 

 As always, keep your eyes fixed closely on Christ.  Although it 

feels like Jesus is sleeping in our boat as it storms, He promised that 

He would always be with us.  Ask Him to guide us and help us because 

we need Him now more than ever.  

  


