
Jesus’ Transfiguration 
 

 Today we celebrate the Transfiguration, which is about the halfway 
point of Mark’s gospel.  This is the turning point in Jesus’ ministry.  

Previously, Jesus had been teaching and healing.  Now, He begins His 
journey to Jerusalem where He will suffer, die, and rise from the dead.   

 
 Immediately before today’s gospel, Peter confessed that Jesus was 

the Messiah.  He did not understand, however, that Jesus is the suffering 
Messiah.  The second half of the gospel unpacks what it means for Jesus 

to be the Messiah.  The Transfiguration, for its part, reveals that while 
Jesus will suffer and die, He is the Son of God.  The apostles must listen 

to Him.  Let us look more closely at our verses. 
 

 First, Mark tells us that Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up a 
mountain.  Traditionally, this mountain is identified as Mount Tabor.  The 

mountain reminds us of Moses who went up Mount Sinai accompanied by 
three men (Ex. 24:9).  Jesus’ clothes becoming dazzling white recalls the 
face of Moses that became dazzling bright    (Ex. 34:30).  Finally, both 

Moses and Jesus were on the mountain for six days (Ex. 24:16, Mk 9:2). 
 

 Second, we hear that Jesus speaks with Elijah and Moses.  Moses, 
of course, was the giver of the Law.  Elijah was the great prophet.  Mark 

may be telling us that the Law and prophets bear witness that Jesus as 
the Son of God.  Assuming that the Law and prophets is a shorthand 

expression for the Old Testament, the Old Testament bears witness to 
Jesus.  

 
 Next, we hear that Peter affirms it is good to be on the mountain.  

For Peter, this is accomplished by building three tents.  He may be 
thinking about the feast of tabernacles, which commemorated the Exodus 

and the wanderings of the Israelites in the desert. 
 
 Finally, we hear about the cloud that overshadowed them and a 

voice coming from the cloud.  Again, this may be a reference to the Old 
Testament where a cloud “overshadowed” the tent of meeting in the 

desert to signify God’s presence and His dwelling among the people of 
Israel (Ex. 40:34).  It is Jesus who bears God’s presence. 

 
 For us today, many of you have had those mountaintop experiences 

with the Lord.  His presence is overwhelming and you catch a glimpse of 
His glory.  However, just as the disciples had to come down from the 

mountain, we do too.  We know that although there will be suffering in 
this life, our destiny is Jesus’ destiny.  In the end, we will be glorified with 

Him.  And in being with Him, we will say with Peter, “Lord, it is good we 
are here!” 


