
Becoming the Greatest 
 

 Imagine that you are in the process of dying in the hospital and 
your children are gathered around you.  In the midst of your suffering, 

you tell them how much you love them and are grateful that they are 
your children.  Right afterward they leave them room and begin 

arguing in the hallway who should get the most money of your 
inheritance.   

 
 In this light, we can certainly feel for Jesus.  After telling the 

disciples about His impending death, we immediately see how the 
disciples do not understand.  Today they will argue about who is the 

greatest, while tomorrow we will hear how they want to keep power in 
their own group. 

 

 As typical, Jesus uses their misunderstanding to do a little 
teaching.  Notice that He does not squash their desire for greatness.  

Instead, He redirects it.  Greatness is not about being served and 
having honors, but rather about putting oneself last in priority. 

 
 To help drive home the point, Jesus brings a child into the 

picture.  Children in this culture did not have legal rights.  In this way, 
they could essentially be ignored.  The idea here, then, is that by 

putting the child in their midst, Jesus is teaching the disciples to seek 
out the “little ones” or the overlooked without expecting gain either 

socially or materially.  
 

 For when we receive them, we receive not only Jesus, but the 
Father who sent Him.  Somehow, then, Jesus is sacramentally present 

in them.   

 
 For us today, Jesus’ teaching is much more difficult than it first 

appears.  There is always temptation for advancement and personal 
glory.  However, Jesus turns this on its head.  It is those who regard 

others better than themselves who are the greatest. 
 

 May we ask the Lord, then, to be “little” in the world’s eyes by 
extending a hand to those who struggle and are overlooked.  In doing 

so, we may not be great in the world’s eyes, but we will certainly be in 
God’s eyes. 


