
 Yesterday Jesus spoke about those who perform good deeds in 
His name.  He warned His disciples not to prevent those doing good, 

even though they may not explicitly be with the Apostles.  
 

 Today we hear about how seriously Jesus takes sin.  God 
rewards little acts of kindness, but He also punishes acts of evil, 

especially those that lead “little ones” astray.   We presume that “little 
one” means a child, or at the very least someone who is weak or 

vulnerable.   Let us look more closely at these verses. 
 

 First, Jesus speaks about those who cause others to sin.  The 
Greek for cause is skandalizō, which is the basis for our English word 

“scandalize.”  In other words, whoever “scandalizes” those who are 
weak or vulnerable will answer for it.  To scandalize is literally to 

“place an obstacle” before another causing them to stumble.   

 
 Jesus uses the image of a millstone put around a person’s neck 

and cast into the sea.  In ancient times, a donkey was used to turn a 
large millstone to grind grain.  The image serves as a warning to be 

good role models to those who are weaker.   
 

 Jesus then uses three examples of removing a body part (hand, 
foot, and eye) to emphasize the importance of avoiding sin.  By using 

such examples, we also gain an appreciation of how much more 
valuable eternity is than our life here on earth.  It is far better to enter 

eternal life maimed than Gehenna with a body fully intact. 
 

 Practically, Jesus’ teaching helps us gain an appreciation for the 
steps we need to take to be good role models for parishioners, 

parents, and students in our parish community.  Our lives should not 

cause others to stumble.  
 

 Additionally, we must have the humility and courage to take the 
necessary steps to avoid sin, especially sins that we tend to struggle 

with.  For those who struggle with lust, it means only having your 
computer in public areas, placing controls on what sites you can visit, 

and having an accountability partner.  Regular confession is critical 
too!  For those who struggle with gossip, it may mean offering a litany 

of thanksgiving each day and asking God regularly for the grace to be 
a better listener.   

 
 The key is to know yourself and your consistent weakness.  In 

doing so, ask for God’s grace to help you take active steps in 
overcoming your habitual sins.  In short, never give up hope! 


