10/23/20

Greatlg Troublccl

- The Greek detarachthécan mean © greatlg gerphzxcd."

Mary is grcatly Pcrp|cxcd l)g the greeting ( ock, 110).

. The Greek c//é/quzcta translates as “she was pondering”

ana portrays her as giving, some ongong reflection to the
geeting (Bock, 10).

. Qur word “dla‘oguc‘ stems from this Greek root. In other

words, Mary enters into an interior dialoch with the Word.
She carries on an inner dial ogue with the Word that has been
gvento her: she sPeal:s toit and lets it speak to her, in
order to FatLom its meaning (PoPc Benedict. Credn, o).

. While she does not understand. she "dialog,ues" with the Word.

For Us

- Mary entered into "c[ia[og.lc" with the Word. God wills that
our prager bea dialog,ue and nota monologuc‘

Dialoguc

Mono ogue
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For Us

. Aswe will see, Mary serves as a wonderful model for us.

while she is Prcscﬁted with thinés bq)ond her
undcrstandmg‘ she avoids the o"owfng:

. Demand answers ~ “Why don't You answer me Lord?"
. Doubt - “Ineed to see some sigm to trust you ”
E Prcsumption ~ “Lord. use me for 1 have many 51'&5."

Like Mary, God wills that we become "good soil” where the
Word of God can produce much fruit. 1 we are in “dia ogue”
distening and sPealang\ with the Word, we can interionze it
s0 as to better understand its meaning,
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Church Fathers

Augustine: In bcing bornof a Virgin who chose to remain a
Virg'n even befare she knew whowas to be born of her,
Christ wanted to approve virginity rather than impose it.
And he wanted virgnity to e of a free choice even in that
woman in whom He too“zc upon Himself the form of a slave
Wurgens, Volume 3, 71).

Jerome: Ho[g Mary, blessed Mary, mother and virgin. virgjn
before ving, birth. virgin chrgiVing birth! 1, for my part,
marvel how a virgin is born ofa virgin. and
how, after the birth of a virgjn. the mother
5 & virgjn.

(Oden. ed. Ancient Christran Commcntar:l/,\
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How can this be?

Like Zechanah, Mary does not understand how such a P|an
will unfold (cf. 118 — *How shall 1 know this?). However.
unlike Zechariah, Mary does not ask for a sign.

. What causes Mary to ask her qucstion, “How can this be,
since I have no refations with a man?” Fulton Sheen Ehrascs
it this way, “How shall this be, seeing | know not man?™ {The

World's First Love: Mary, Mother of God, 85).

. For nothlngabout the anqcl‘s announcement should have
Fcrp|cxcd Mary — whose betrothal to Josjah was a]rcady a
cga"g bindmg marriage ~ unless she intended to \corgo

ordinary sexual relations even as a married woman

(Hahn & Mitch, 1.
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Perpe’cua[ Virgin itg
. Mary's Perpetua| virginity can be examined in three parts:

Vinginitas ante parfum: Mary's conception of Christ
- Mirginitas in parfir Mary's gving, birth to Christ

W&ﬁﬁn Mary remained a virgin after the
irth of Christ

Augustine: A Virgin conceving, a virgin bcanng. aVirgin
pregnant. a Virgin br:nglng forth, a Virgin Pcrpctua
{Jurgens. Volume 3, 30 (cf.. CCC 510).

as —‘\cpartbcnos. the “Cver-virgin \Sacred Tradition)

£GC 499 The ||turgy of the Church celebrates Mary [ .
" ]

e
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Perpetual Virginity

Virgiitas ante parfum: Mary's conception of Christ

. Matthew1:18: When his mother Mary was betrothed to
JOSCP ut befare thcy lived togcthcr, she was foun
with chi[d through the |'\o|_q SPirit f. Lkr2é-2n

w Her gving birth to Christ
Chnst's birth did not diminish His mother's virginal
integrity but sanctified it (LG 57. Mary’s boaily integrityy
was Preser\'c&. In g'ving birtl’*l. Marg did not CX‘PCFICHCC;

Pains of childbirth (cf. Gen. 3:16) {

. Ritual impurityy \cf. Lev, 12:2)
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PerPctua | Virgin ity
Virginitas £ partum: Mary remained a virgin after the birth
oﬁ Christ

. Some argue that Matthew's use of *until” (Gk. Aeasd imphcs
that Mary had relations Fo]lowngesus‘ birth (Mt 1:25).

- Two examples from Scripturc demonstrate that the oPPosxtc
state of atfairs does not neccssarilg come about:

. Saul's c‘aughfcr Michal was childless to day she died
ill i‘am. £:23 LXX). Did Michal have children after she
iea?

5 il [Cl'mst] must reign until he has Put all his enemies under
his feet | Cor. 15:25). Does Christ cease reigning after His
enemies are defeated?
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Perpctual Virginitg

. Like her Immaculate Cancj)tion, Mary's Pcrpctua| virginitt)

is neither cxpliatly affirmed nor denied bq Sacred Scn'Pturc
The Church's belief is groundcd in the Tradition of the

Church. For examp[f:, one can find it defined in the
Fo”owing:

Lateran Sgnod 49 {canon 3

Pope Paul VI's The Credo of the Pcop/ce of God (4
Fitti r_\% Some argue that by cmbracmg virginity
pe etua i, Mary Fuﬁ; acce{ptcd the mystery of her \'irgnal
motherhood Her perpetua virginity a owcj her to

comPlctcly devote herself to her Son and His 5avingworL:.
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Overshadow You

. Gabriel reveals that the conception of Jesus will be

rmatural (i.e., the result of God's creative work in hcr_\

?lgfain & Mitch, 19).
Ark of the Covenant Mary
The holy SPirit will come

“Then the cloud covered
the tent of the meeting, upon you, and the power of
the Most Higln will

and the gor% of the Lord
(eprskizsen) Tilled the overshadow (cp:;hbsc/.‘ you
(Ll< 1:35)

tabernacle (Ex. 4034
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PerPetua[ Virginitg

. If Mary vowed to remain a virgin prior the Annunciation. then

why was she betrothed to St. JosePh’:‘

m%ium of James (120 AD): Mary needed a
protector who wou respect hervow of virginity Josepln

was “chosen bg lot to take into [his] l(eePingthc virggn of
the Lord.”

M%‘f-lé—l?: The kingdom of God grows 5||ent13 like

seed that sProuts and grows (Flrst the blade, then the.
ear, then the full grain 0 the ear). The Fo”owmg OCCUF i
silence: Annunciation in Nazareth, journey to Bethlehem,
birth in Bethlehem, raising in Nazareth — God wills that His
kingdom grows in the silence of ordinary Fami[u life!
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Overshadow You

>V - -n ';'5' -'. h :
Ark of the Covenant A Mary
ch”ing Place of God ch”xng P]ace of God
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Ark of the Covenant

Ask of the Covenant

. The Arkison a Journey

2 Sam. o:2)

. Pavid dances before the ark
2 Sam. o:14)

. Pavid asks, "How shall the ark -

of the Lord come to me”?
2 Sam 6N

. Theark stagccl in the house of
Obededom for three months

Mary

+ Mary is on a journey

Lk 139

. John leaps in the womb of

tlizabeth (Lk 141

Elizabeth asks, “How)s it that
the mother of my Lord should
come to me?" Lk 143}

Mary stayed for » months
{Lk 1:58)

(2 Sam. o
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Ark of the Covenant

Ll

Ark of the Covenant

a:Ar ot the
New Covenant
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For Us

. Mary does nat live her life on her own terms. She does not
set fimits, parameters, and conditions for where she will allow
God to lead her (5. 6.

] QFtcntimcs, our ‘yes” to God will lead us to unfamiliar
territory and require tremendous trust (.e., think of Mary at
the foot of the Cross — *How did 1 end up here?™

. _Eg_l@_ﬁt%p Qur free will is the only t}'nngthat is really our
own. Our ealtln, our wcalth, our er ~ all these Gad can
take from us. But our freedom he leaves ta us. .. Because

our freedam is our own, it is the on|3 pel et gﬁ: we can
make to God® (quotcd in S, ol).
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Ark of the Covenant

Ark of the Covenant

. Carried Word of God written

on stone tablets (Ex 25:8-18)

. Manna placed n it

\Ezle:32-35)

5 Sheﬁherd's staff of Aaron

(]115 prlest\ (Heh, 940

. Contained Aaron's rod

Mary

- Carried in her womb the

Incarnate Word of God to be
written on PeoPIe's hearts
\Heb 8:10)

. Carried Jesus. the Bread of

Life (Jn o:58)

. Carried Jesus, the eternal

H |gl1 Priest

. Jesus will "rule the nations with

arod of ron” (Rev12:5)
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Handmaid of the Lord

. While God sees Mary as “full of grace,” Mary views herself as

the *handmaid of the Lord.”

MM\: “MHandmaid” (Gk: dbouf refersto a
servant or slave — someone who is comP|c1:e[5 at the disPosal

of another (5r, 59).

- InMary's mind. then. she s cntirc!y devoted to the Person

and work of her Son, Jesus Christ. She serves under Him
and with Him.

. Maryis the first person torisk c:vcrything{:or the sake of

Jests Christ: the first of all believers (5rv. 60).
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Marg’s Fiat

. Mary's fiat {let it be done) inthe Greek expresses not just

assive acceptance, but rather her dcpth of desire Goydin

gving hersel away

“ reallg desire this to be done to me.”

- Insome sense. Marg's fiat functions hke a vow. She binds

herself to God. rcgarc“css of what it will cost her or where it
takes her.

Hans Urs von Baltasar: God wills for us to make vows when we

are young because we have no idea how much it will cost us.

Covenant: Divine initiative (Himse!f) + Human Response Self
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Mary’s Fiat

- % Mary's fiat represents the Pchcct covenantal response
to the invitation to divine union.

Jn. 2:|6: For God so loved the world that he gave his onlEL
Son, so that cvcr%onc who believes in him might not Pcris
I but have eternal fite.

]%: “Yes Lord. | Frecly accept gour Son without any
c

onditions or limitations. While | do not know what it will cost
| me, Ltrust you. On behalf humanitg. 1 acccptwﬂ:h jog.'

- Mary's “yes” is continual Every time her yes caused some
suffening, she had to reaffirm her “yes.” Aswe will see, her
“yes." w ile not alwaqs casy. Is lti-giving.
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Annunciation

Adam & Eve.: Cast out
of the Garden of Eden

Hands- Release the
d(‘\'t‘.

God the Pather: Looks
Zown in center

| Angl: Bows to Mary

Mary: Humbly sits
| Pragmg

Fra .—\nge]icn's Annunciation
Prado in Madrid

—— e e —

in the
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