The Foot of the Cross

Just as Mary gave her “fiat’ at the Annunciation, so now at
the foot of the Cross, Mary gives her “fiat™ again.

Mary's "fiat” in the Annunciation finds its fullness in the
silent "fiat™ that she repeats at the foot of the Cross
(F’opc St. John Paul 1, Mexico City Homily, 1979).

@W: Mary does not think. “Oh, W}'IH did this haPPcn.

| wish it were otherwise. However, | accept God's will.»

More accuratelq, she thinks, * Hcavenly Father, | Praisc you
and 1 \creely offer your own Sonto You. Heist ourg’& tome
and to the world. Toffer Him to you for your éforq and for
the salvation of the world” (Pricéthj act. T
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For Us

. There are many instances where Mary does not Fully

understand the Father's P]an of salvation:

Finding in the T : Joscph and Mary did not

understand Jesus response to them (Ck 2:50)

W@' at Cana: “Woman, what to me and what to you?”
I‘ootof]&& Cross: Mary witnesses her crucified Son,
whom she conceived, bore, and nursed and loved.

Fg: When we do not understand what God is domg in our
ves and/or we are suFFcringterrng. how can Mary he

re:&)und‘ §do not understand, but1 can still love and trust. In
sutrernng. we stand with Mary at the Cross on Good I I‘ld:llj.

Woman

Womar: As at Uana. Jesus refers to His mother as “woman.’

The title connects Gen. SHE (Pmtucmnge//um) JJdno 2
{Cana). and Rev. 12:1 (woman clothed with the sun).

Genesis 2:15 (NAE: | will put enmity between you and the
WO, arn

between your oprspringan ers; Thcy will stke
at your head, while you strike at their heel.

“T}'my“ in Hebrewis Au'. It can be takenin a Pl'u’sical
collective (t}wm)) or Pbt;sical-indhwdua‘ hed. Inﬁercstmgq,
the Vu]gate S&cs it a feminine interpretation {she) thcrcgy
Provlclinga Marian mterprctatmn.
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The Foot of the Cross

Mary's faith is all the more remarkable gven that Gabriel had
Fromised that Jesus would be %:’cn the “throne of his David
ather.” He would * rcign over the hause of Jacob for ever:

and of his kingdom there would be no end™ {1k 1:32-32).

: Stancling at the foot of the cross, Marlg witnesses what, to

humjn eies. appears to be “the complete negation of these
words.”

on Calvur?. ever_g’thmg Gabrel announced to Mary about her
Son's everiashing klngdcmm seems to be Provldcd wrong Sri. 1D

Key: Here Mary faces hc-rgrr:atest test of farth WS 142)
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The Foot of the Cross

. While Mary 15 ob\'louslu a historical Figure, she also

symbolically reprcscnfs the fd |ow|'n5:

New Eve: The mother of those rc:qc:ncrated \[\aptnsm) n
Christ. Jesus s the New Adam, while Mary is the New Eve.

Remnant of lsrad] (anawim): The matcna"}, and 5Ptritua”£)
poorwio seek God (c.g. widaws, orphans. e,

Ebi_gly_rgb: The Bride of Christ, who consents to the
ridegroom’s total gnFt of Himself on the Cross.
Maryj sgmbolrzes Pchr.ct receptivit to the total selF-oFF::nng

of Jestis. Inthe persons o Jesus an Mar%.. the covenant
between God and humanity is Pcr{"ccﬂ!.q realized.

,,,,,, 3 4

! Thus, thcﬁrz}f(rlﬁqgc@lﬁ; whicmc:fhesn s of 'ixinﬂl t

Woman

between the schcnt an & WO conrhict wi includes
their * seeds,” can be interPr‘ctcd in three different wags:

T % will strike ?gl% head.: Battle between the woman's
seed (people of Go Y and the serpent’s seed
will strike head (Sc:ptuagrnt)- Battle between the
WOman's see (Messiah_‘ and the scrpcn’t's seed.

She will strike [Tets heat (\’u|g@tc): Battle between the
WOMAN's seed (Mary\ and the 5erPcnt’5 seed.
Onthe Cross, Christ crushes the serPcnt‘s hcad) while Mary
at the Cross, chcndcnt upon Christ, also crushes its head:

36



He wifl crush They will crush

;ljour ead your he
(Hebrew or /(be]ovcd D)scip]e
ScPtuaglnt\ or every Christian®

{tHebrew)

She will crush

10/22/20

Woman

Rev. 12:1: The woman is with cth, and wailed aloud in Pain as
she labored to gve birth.

. While the labor pains appears to cantradict Mary's
miraculous birth, it fikel ity refers to Mary's pain brlnging
forth c{isciplcs at the foot of the Cross.

. Mary gjves birth to the Christus totus (whole Chnist). She
bears Christ the head at Bcthfahcm, and Christ the boc[\q
at Ca|varg.

your head Skull - head of - B I'eFerringto His mother a5 “woman,” we are to see Mary's
“Wulgate) serpent stiffering as *labor pains” in brinq’; forth the life of Christ in
- her children (rcPresentcd bq the beloved cliscil:\lc) J
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Sword Shall Pierce Forus
Ll Notice that Mary's “fiat” 1s made m the midst of tremendous
M_aﬁw Overwhelmed suffering, Imagine witnessing your own child, whom gou love
wit] grlef—-she falls d r h . d d 5 i db \C . g
st e so deariy, humiliated and crucitied before you.
into the arms uf John
k d Doing, God's willis not alwaf;s easy. In fact, it can be most
Lk2:33. Andyou ainful. However, it ahvars gives fife. although it may not
yourselfa sword will Fccl like it &
Picrcc so that the
thoughts OF many Mary rePrescnts thc rcceptivc aspcct O{: thc marrage
hearts may be covenant. She is most generous in receiving God's fove. As
revealed. our mother and mode ,we, too, are called to be generous in
% rcceivingGod who wills to communicate Himself to us.
Beloved Disciple: Her { )
child G scipl e * Key: C.hristianlty is much more about recening, than dolng
Katthias Grne\vu d = Isenheim Altarpie s
39 - 46 —
It is Finished Fruit of Love
e is finished: The Vulgate is consummatum est, which can be .%f_dzﬂar&: The beloved d:f»uple is the “frutt of love”
ms e e Un 1930 DO From the total gnct of Jesus \tlnc Bride ‘oom) and Mar9
i \thc brided who acocpff. the 5nr-t on behalf of all humanit_q
In Canon Law, a sacramental marnage that is ratum ct Al el A el bl o
consummatum ratibed and consummated) cannot be ymbolically, the beloved disciple represents:
dissolved. What God has 'omcd, let not man Put asunder -?QSMF' All (.hnstlans, e e rePrcscnteCl "
. g f : 2%%3
. The “marriage” covenant between God and humanltg l)cg.m e [l John. are children of M (T, 5.
in the Incarnation, celebrated at Cana §wcdd1?‘gi\ 15 oW W The Beloved Disuplc represents
“consummated” or l)rougnt to completlon at Caivary. the para iom of authentic faith. . he follows
%ﬂ?@: Like a bridegroom Christ went forth from his ;J:‘,sus I:O 4 c:jro_:.s,l 2 un»?ed }?Ithdhs rlnotthcr. .5
chamber...He came to the mzlrr:ase-bed of the cruss. and there n _0 §UC tmc\ "I?U[P es Jesus ,anF S‘O}er _AC
mounting it he consummated his marriage.” (Sermo Suppositus o Spirit (19:30} {Cw REPECh 22p. cf. Sri. M7
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Fu[ﬁ”ing Old Testament

Behold r sor: Despite His extreme Pain and agony,
Jesus entrusts His mother to His beloved disciP|e.

5 %}J With the |'1c|P of the Lord I have bcgottﬂn man. As
the New Eve, Mary bears fruit with God's hc[P.

Mg{‘ Iggr mother: Jesus entrusts the belaved discip|e to
His mother.

Isaial hﬁlo—ll The children whom you had lost shall say
to you, *This place s too small for me to lve in...” Thcq g
shall bring LOUr 50NS IN YOUr arms, and your dauql’ﬂ:cré
shall be carried on her shoulders. . -
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Into His Home

Took her into his home: The Greek i1s much more dyrlamic
It hias more ol the connotation, “He took her into his

personal world.”

. The beloved cliscxPIe. received Mary into -his own bemg" or

into the inner recesses of his own ng, TodaKqA we would
sauy that he took her into his own “heart.”

ﬁg;: By bring;ng Mary into his home (himself), the beloved
Il

5ciPlc's life s fransformed.

Mary cngcndcrs new life not onlg in the beloved disciP]c, but
in all those who bri ng, her into their “home.”

For Us
Pope St John Paul 11: On the Crass Jesus did not !l:_;‘rodalm

Marg‘s universal motherhood Formally_, but established =
concrete maternal rclationshlp betweaan her and the beloved
disciple. In the Lord's choice we can see his concern that this
motherhood should not be intcrpretcd in a vague way, but
should Point to Mary's intense, persona rclationship with
individual Christians.

May each one of us, Precisclg throu]d-‘ the concrete reahty
of Mary‘s universal motherhdod, ful iy achwwledge cras
our own Mother, an trustinéy commend ourselves to her
maternal love (General Audicnce. APr|| 23,1997; cf. Si, 148

Next time we will laok at how as Mother, Mary cngenders new
{ife in her children
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D Acldltionally. Jesus is cstablishing or "constitutmﬁ
I

New Familg

. With these words “Woman. behold your son,” and “Behold.

your mother,” Jesus Fulfills the OT themes of Mary as the
New Eve (mother of the living\ and lﬁd_l.J Zion {giving birth to
anew P"OPIC in the messianic age,‘ {cf. Brown, 926).

" a new

rclationshlp between his mother and his beloved sciPle.

Jesus: “Mother, my) belaved cliscxplc 15 your son.”
- Jesus: “My beloved dlsciple, your mother.”

. The beloved d:sciplc's first mission is to accept Jesus’ mother

as hismother. 1t is an expression o 5P|ritua| maternity.

a4

For Us

. At the foot of the Cross, Jesus establishes Mary and the

beloved disciplc ina new rc|ation5hip {mother/son)

. This new relationship is not Just between Mary and the

ove iscnple, but rather between Mary and all Christians
(sym]gollzcd bq the beloved discip|c).

Just as the first mission of the beloved disciple was to accept
Mary and brlng er into his own home theart), so our first
mission as Christians is to accept Mary as our mother bL’
bringjng her into our homes thearts) ™ ]

o i doine',:‘,o, iust as Mary cngendr:rcd Christ in her womb, S0

she wil eng‘cnder Christ in our souls. Mary. Ever-Virgin, 1=
also Ever-Mother!
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