
 We are roughly one week away from Christmas, which means we 
will be hearing about the events tied closely with the birth of Jesus.  

Today, we hear the genealogy that begins Matthew’s gospel.  For us in 
the modern era, this seems like an odd way to begin sharing the Good 

News.   It would as if the king or a president was visiting us, and we 
announced it by reading the phone book. 

 
 However, for the Jewish people, Matthew’s genealogy was most 

exciting.  It included their heroes and essentially summarized their story 
as God’s people.  A couple of points may help illustrate. 

 
 The first verses can literally be translated as “The book of the 

genesis of Jesus Christ.”  In other words, Matthew is saying that the child 
at the end of this genealogy will bring about a new genesis: the renewal 

of all humanity and the restoration of the entire created order. 
 

 Matthew then says that Jesus is the Son of David, the son of 
Abraham.  These are the two superstars in Jewish history.   Jesus is the 
Son of Abraham.  That is, He is a true Israelite.   

 
 God promised Abraham that his descendants would one day 

become a great nation, and that kings would come forth from his line.  
Additionally, God promises that the whole world would be blessed through 

Abraham.  The first two promised had already been fulfilled by the time of 
Jesus, the worldwide blessing had not.  The child to be born will bring 

blessing to the entire human family. 
 

 David, for his part, was Israel’s most glorious king.  God promised 
one of his sons would always sit upon the throne.  Matthew’s genealogy 

demonstrates how God fulfilled this promise of keeping David’s dynasty 
alive.  In fact, in the Gospel many will refer to Jesus as the “Son of 

David.”   
 
 In short, for a Jewish reader, Matthew genealogy would evoke 

many feelings as it recounts Israel’s history with all its joys, sufferings,  
setbacks, hopes, and dreams.  It culminates, of course, in Jesus Christ.  

God carefully prepared everything for the birth of Christ, who is the 
fulfillment of the promises made to the patriarchs (namely Abraham), 

King David, and all the prophets. 
 

 For us today, the genealogy can actually give us great comfort.  
Like Israel, we experience many twists and turns in life, good times and 

bad.  In the midst of all our fears, countless worries, setbacks, 

disappointments, do we believe that God has a plan?  In short, if God 
was able to do fulfill His plan with an entire nation over the course 

generations, we can certainly trust that He has a plan for us. 


