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 As evident from our Gospel, the Church is beginning to focus on the 

events immediately before the birth of Jesus.  We began Advent focusing on 

the second coming.  Then we moved to the John the Baptist, who reminded 

us to prepare the way of the Lord and make straight his paths.  And now we 

look at those events surrounding the birth of Christ. 

 Joseph plays a central role in Matthew’s infancy narrative.  This is in 

contrast to Luke’s infancy narrative where Mary is the central character. 

 We learn in today’s gospel that Joseph is presented with a dilemma.  

The two were betrothed and Matthew tells us that Mary is found with child 

through the Holy Spirit even though they did not live together.  It’s 

interesting that Matthew informs us as readers why she is pregnant.  He 

doesn’t just say, “And Mary was pregnant.  Instead, he says that “she was 

found with child through the Holy Spirit.”   

 While we are given this privileged information, we are not sure 

whether Joseph is aware of this.  Consequently, two different theories have 

actually emerged concerning how Joseph interpreted Mary’s pregnancy. 

 The first is probably more common today and is called the suspicion 

theory.  That is, Joseph suspected Mary of adultery and therefore seeks 

divorce according to Deut. 24:1-4. 

 The second theory, not as common, is called the reverence theory.  

Some very significant saints such as Ephraim and Thomas Aquinas held it.  

This theory says that Joseph did not suspect Mary of infidelity, but rather he 

knew of the divine miracle within Mary.  He considered himself unworthy to 

be part of God’s work in this unusual situation as Mary’s wife and the father 

of this child.  Therefore, he seeks to remove himself from the situation. 

 Regardless of which view one holds, Joseph’s dilemma is in some 

sense his “Gethsemane” moment where he experienced terrible suffering 

upon hearing the news about Mary.   

 Like Joseph, we all have those moments.  There are times when we do 

not understand how God is working or our part in God’s plan of salvation.   

When we are faced with a million reasons to doubt our faith (e.g., the 

media, a spouse, our family or friends mock us), how do we respond?   Like 

Joseph, if we are in tune with God, He will see us through it.  


