
Matthew 13:10-17 
 

 Chapter 13 of Matthew’s gospel is loaded with parables.  It has 
eight parables in all.  It’s important to understand that in context, 

there is a growing division between those who follow Jesus and those 
who either resist Him or even plot His death.   

 
 The parables, for their part, continue this theme of division.  For 

example, in this chapter we see a contrast between good and bad soil 
(1-8), wheat and weeds (24-30), as well as good and bad fish (47-50).  

Those listening, of course, are challenged to consider not only the 
meaning of the parables, but also how they respond to Jesus. 

 
    Today, the disciples ask a question that each of us would be 

tempted to ask.  We might say, “Jesus, why don’t you teach more 

straightforward?  Why the riddles?”   
 

 Jesus’ response is challenging.  The mysteries of the Kingdom of 
heaven have been granted to the disciples, but not to the others.  He 

then quotes from the prophet Isaiah (6:9-10).  In other words, we 
must understand something about Isaiah and his ministry if we are 

going to understand why Jesus speaks in parables. 
 

 God sent the prophet Isaiah to call the people to repentance.  
Unfortunately, not many responded.  In sending Isaiah, the people 

saw Isaiah and heard him (physically), but refused to heed his 
message.  Instead, they closed their eyes and ears to him. 

 
 In contrast to those who resisted the prophet, Jesus’ disciples 

are blessed because they see, hear, and understand.  They are open 

to His teaching and are willing to follow Him.  In fact, their very 
question displays a desire that they want to understand.  On another 

occasion, they ask for help to understand the parable (v. 36).  In 
short, their hearts are open.  They want to change.  

 
 Naturally, we are invited to reflect where we stand with Jesus.  

Everyone resists Him to some extent.  Only the Blessed Mother is 
completely open to Him and His will.  And yet, there are areas where 

we are open to Him.  I suggest asking in prayer, “Lord, where am I 
open to you?  Where do I resist you?”  Thank Him for where you are 

open and ask for the graces where you are closed (e.g., the “no’s” or 
excuses you make).  In short, like a farmer, Jesus wants to “till the 

soil” of your heart so that it is more receptive and fertile to His will.  


