
 We are nearing the end of Matthew’s chapter 13 that contains eight 
of Jesus’ parables.  Six of the eight concern the kingdom of heaven, two 

of which are rich for our daily prayer. 
 

 Let’s look at the parable of the treasure hidden in the field a little 
more closely.  First of all, we are told that the treasure is hidden in a 

field.  In other words, it is of extreme great value, but cannot be seen.  In 
this light, I think of the Eucharist, which is the center of our faith. 

 
 We believe the Eucharist is the true presence of Jesus.  In the 

Eucharist, Jesus is “hidden” under the appearances of bread and wine.  
We are called to give everything for the Eucharist, our treasure. 

 
 We then hear about the man’s attitude in selling all of his 

possessions.  He does so “out of joy.”  In other words, the treasure is so 
great that it does not even seem like a sacrifice to him.  In this light, 

think of all the times you were asked to make a sacrifice and did so out of 
love.  It may be for a spouse or your children.  In doing so, you do it “out 
of joy.” 

 
 For those in the priesthood or consecrated life, they give up a 

family.  It is a great sacrifice.  However, they do not focus so much on 
what they give up, but rather on Jesus, their treasure.  Therefore, they do 

so out of great joy. 
 

 The person “sells all that he has” and buys that field.  Here, we can 
see that this man has changed his priorities.  His possessions were not as 

important as the treasure.  The same is true for those in love with Jesus.  
Things, status, titles, etc. are no longer as important as Jesus.  Instead, 

what’s most important is complete focus on Jesus and orienting all one’s 
energies toward Him and His kingdom. 

 
 Finally, we do not hear anything about the man who sold the field.  
Why did he sell it?  Apparently, he didn’t realize there was anything of 

value.  I sometimes wonder if those who have never had faith, or those 
who have stopped practicing their faith, are like the person who sells the 

field and has no idea of the treasure that lies within.  They sell the field 
and its treasure and seek to find happiness elsewhere.   

 
Our task as Catholic Christians is to help our brothers and sisters 

discover or rediscover the treasure of our faith: peace, joy, happiness, 
purpose, fulfillment, etc.  This is not to mention the glory of God!  In 

prayer, ask for the joy of discovering or rediscovering Jesus, our treasure, 
and for the courage to share Him with others.  


