
Rejection At Nazareth 
 

I remember being in seminary and when speaking with people 
about where I would get assigned, every once in a while someone 

would say, “Maybe you will be placed at your home parish.”  I would 
say that this never happens.  There is a reason why the bishop does 

not put a newly ordained priest in his home parish. 
 

In fact, a good priest friend of mine from Pittsburgh was 
transferred to his home parish after being at his cathedral for three 

years.  He explained how awkward it was because his mom and dad 
where in the congregation.  He thought if he preached on a 

controversial topic and the congregation became angry with him, his 
mother would say, “Leave my son alone.”   

 

In this light, we can see how hard it is for Jesus to return to his 
hometown.  He has been teaching for quite some time – delivering a 

string of eight different parables – and now He must face the people 
who are most familiar with Him.    

 
They begin to question where He received such wisdom and 

mighty deeds.  They are plagued with the “disease of familiarity” so to 
speak in that they have put Jesus in a box.  They watched Him grow 

up and therefore in their minds, they know Him well.  Unfortunately, 
Matthew tells us that because of their unbelief, Jesus did not do many 

mighty works there.  God will never force Himself upon us.  Miracles 
invite us to faith in Jesus, not to be entertained.   

 
Many of us have been guilty of putting people in boxes at one 

time or another.  Today’s gospel certainly challenges our temptation to 

do this.  We must always leave room for people to surprise us.  
Ultimately, each person is a mystery known fully by God. 

 
Every person is capable of tremendous good.  For our part, may 

we continue to turn to the Lord and ask Him to open our hearts so that 
He may do mighty things in our midst. 


