
 One of the beautiful aspects of our gospel is that it’s fairly easy 
to imagine Jesus walking on water and poor Peter getting out of the 

boat, but then begins to sink. 
 

 Oftentimes, we want to turn it into a moral lesson – if you want 
to walk on water, you have to get out of your boat.  It’s not a bad 

thing.  There are many times we have no idea the way forward, and 
therefore we must trust the Lord. 

 
 However, one of the real gems of our gospel today is that it 

helps us see clearly why we are called to trust Jesus.  For Matthew, 
Jesus does what God does and speaks as God speaks.   

 
 In the OT, only God walks on the waters.  Job says, “[God] alone 

stretches out the heavens and tramples the waves of the sea” (9:8).   

Here, we have Jesus trampling the waves as He walks on the water.   
 

Additionally, in the Old Testament, when Moses sees God in the 
burning bush and asks His name, God says, “I am who I am”          

(Ex. 3:14).  It’s no accident that when the disciples were terrified 
because they thought that they were seeing a ghost, Jesus says, “Take 

courage, it is I, do no be afraid.”  “It is I” – the Greek literally says,    
“I am.”  Only God speaks like this. 

 
Finally, even Jesus reaching out His hand to save Peter reminds 

us of what God does.  When Jonah was drowning in the waters, he 
prayed to the Lord and was heard.  The Lord spoke to the fish such 

that it cast him out upon dry ground. 
 

In Matthew’s mind, then, we can trust Jesus with our whole 

heart, mind, strength and soul.  Why?  Because He does only what 
God does, and says only what God says.   

 
Peter, for his part, can give us great consolation because even 

when we have little faith, Jesus saves.   
 

Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, will save 
you just as He did for Peter in our gospel today.  He does what God 

does, says what God says – it is most fitting we give Him everything. 


