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 In yesterday’s gospel, we heard about the extreme love that God has 

for every person.  The Good Shepherd leaves the ninety-nine sheep in order 

to find the sheep gone astray.  Jesus says, “In just the same way, it is not 

the will of my heavenly Father that one of these little ones be lost.”    

 With this in mind, today we see the application of this tender love of 

God for each person.  Jesus sets up a three-stage process for dealing with 

those in the community who are in series sin.  The whole idea behind the 

process is to restore the lost sheep, to bring him or her back into the fold.   

 First, notice that there is a progression.  The process moves from 

private correction - “go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.”   

We are first to correct privately to safeguard the reputation of the person.  If 

things can be handled privately, we ought to do this first. 

 If this does not work, we are to get witnesses involved.  By getting 

others involved, it heightens the sinner’s awareness of the seriousness of the 

situation and move the person to repent.   

And if this, too, fails, then we are instructed to tell it to the Church.  

This is the last stage before a decision to remove an individual from the 

community.  We refer to the Church’s power to remove someone from a 

community as excommunication.  

 The Church still retains the right to excommunicate individuals.  Keep 

in mind that it is a last resort – after everything else is attempted to convert 

the individual so that he or she ceases the belief or certain lifestyle.  

The goal of excommunication is not punishment, but rather correction 

so that the person will repent and be brought back into the fold.  

Additionally, it is meant to protect the community.  Grievous sins are like a 

cancer; they spread throughout the body of Christ.  Therefore, they must be 

removed for the health of the body. 

For us, it is important that we follow Jesus’ teaching of first dealing 

with sinners privately, and if that doesn’t work, then ask others to help.  

Additionally, we should pray for the unity of the Church, and for those who 

wound it and therefore have to be removed.  Like the one hundredth sheep, 

no matter how much they stray, we called to pray for them and if possible, 

help them become reunited to the fold.  


