
 Our gospel from Matthew falls within the section of how to bring 
back the lost sheep.  Jesus said how much His heavenly Father is 

willing to leave ninety-nine sheep to find the one that went astray. In 
the eyes of the good Shepherd, every sheep is important.    

 
 Peter approaches Jesus and asks about forgiveness with regard 

to his brother.  Hence, we are not dealing with forgiveness of enemies 
here, but rather those closest to you – Christian brothers and sisters.  

Peter wonders how far he must go in terms of forgiveness.   
 

 It’s a little humorous that before listening to Jesus’ answer, Peter 
proposes his own – seven times?  Seven is generous.  In the OT, the 

standard was to forgive three times (Amos 1-2).  Peter senses that 
Jesus wills His disciples to go further, so he proposes seven.  He 

doubles the standard and adds one for good measure.     

 
 Jesus’ response had to be difficult to swallow.  His response can 

be interpreted as “seventy-seven times,” or “seven times seven”    
(490 times).  Regardless, the point is that we are not supposed to 

keep records.  Put away the calculator.  Instead, develop the habit of 
forgiving from the heart.   

 
 This is illustrated by two different amounts in the parable.  The 

servant owes the king ten thousand talents, which in today’s wording 
would be saying like a zillion dollars.  The servant is incapable of 

paying the debt.  In contrast, the debt owed to the servant is a 
hundred denarii, which is about a hundred days’ wages.  The idea is 

that there is a significant difference between the two amounts. 
 

 For us today, this is one of the easier parables to listen to      

(we like it), but one of the most difficult to put into practice.  Think of 
someone who has hurt you deeply or just rubs you the wrong way.  

It’s very hard to forgive just one time, let alone an unlimited number 
of times.   

  
 In reality, some things are only possible to forgive by gazing at 

Jesus on the Cross and asking for the Holy Spirit to help you.  In other 
words, for some wounds, you need to see forgiveness “in the flesh” 

and ask for divine assistance.  Jesus’ statement, “For human beings 
this is impossible, but for God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:36) is 

most fitting.   
 

 In prayer, ask God to help you forgive as you have been 
forgiven.  In doing so, you will experience freedom in Christ. 


