
 Today’s verses from Matthew’s gospel are taken from the tail 
end of a long squabble between Jesus and the Jewish leaders.  The 

Pharisees and scribes have questioned Jesus about paying taxes to 
Caesar, whether there is a resurrection, and the greatest 

commandment. 
 

 Now, in the presence of the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus turns to 
the crowds and His disciples and warns them about hypocrisy and 

infidelity to their own calling.  In other words, the leaders “sit on the 
chair of Moses” – they have rightful authority to teach – but their 

manner of life and conduct are inconsistent with their preaching.  
Unfortunately, the leaders have been lording their authority over the 

people. 
 

 In response, Jesus reminds them that at the end of the day, they 

are all brothers.  That is, there is a radical equality among them.  
Hence, He warns against the abuse of titles such as rabbi, father, and 

master.  Traditionally, the Church has never understood Jesus’ words 
as a total prohibition against such titles. 

 
 After all, in 1 Cor. 4:15, Paul says, “Even if you should have 

countless guides to Christ, yet you do not have many fathers, for I 
became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”  In doing so, 

he refers to himself as a “father” in trying to correct many errors and 
divisions in the Corinthian community.   

 
 Additionally, since earliest times, spiritual leaders have been 

referred to as fathers.  In fact, the tradition refers to the great 
teachers in the early centuries of our faith as Church Fathers (e.g.,    

St. Ambrose, Augustine, Jerome, etc.) much like we refer to the great 

leaders of our country as the founding fathers of our country.  
 

 Jesus condemns not the use of titles per se, but rather the abuse 
of titles for personal gain.  Spiritual leaders must not forget that they 

are called to serve God’s people.  Strictly speaking, there is only one 
Father who created everything.  Additionally, there is only one Rabbi, 

Master, and Messiah who redeemed the world.  All priests or any 
minister who serves only does so by virtue of his participation in 

Christ’s life and authority. 
 

 For us today, Jesus’ warning is a good check on our hearts and 
what they desire.  Are we drawn to titles and honor or to Christ?  If it’s 

the former, we need conversion.  Christ is and always must be the 
motivation and goal for everything we do. 


