
Today’s parable on the wise and foolish virgins falls within what 
scholars sometimes refer to as Jesus’ final discourse, or the Judgment 

Discourse (chaps. 23-25).  In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus gives a series of 
extended discourses.  The most well known is the Sermon on the 

Mount (chaps. 5-7). 
 

In this final discourse, Jesus speaks about the “last things,” or what 
we sometimes refer to as eschatology.  He gives a series of parables 

that focus on watchfulness and/or perseverance before the Parousia 
(the Second Coming of Christ).  Let’s look more closely out our verses. 

 
The kingdom of heaven is likened to a wedding feast.  (This happens 

to by my favorite metaphor for heaven).  We are then introduced to 
the five wise and foolish virgins.  They are distinguished by whether 

they have oil with their lamps.  Interestingly, all of them fall asleep! 

 
The bridegroom, for reasons unbeknownst to us, is long delayed.  It’s 

worth noting that both were expecting the bridegroom, but only five 
were prepared for his delay.  While there is much agreement on the 

virgins (the Church – or maybe consecrated religious?), the 
bridegroom (Christ), and the closing of the door (final judgment), such 

agreement is not forthcoming for the meaning of the oil. 
 

Naturally, we scratch our heads (or beards) and ask, “Ok Jesus, what 
does the oil represent?” Whatever it is, we certainly want to make sure 

we have enough of it!  
 

Ah, how we can see the importance of prayer!  In prayer, we can go to 
Jesus and ask, “Lord, what does this mean?  Am I prepared?  Do I 

have enough oil?”  Whether the oil represents faith, good works, 

charity, or compassion, we know that we need it! 
 

Personally, I like to give this parable a spiritual interpretation.  Jesus, 
our bridegroom, is the “olive” so to speak who allowed Himself to be 

“pressed” (think Gethsemane, which means “oil press”) out of love for 
us.  And in His Resurrection, He sent the Holy Spirit (oil?) into our 

hearts so that we might be renewed each day and prepared to meet 
the Lord when He comes again.   

 
In short, we receive the Holy Spirit (oil) not only in the sacraments, 

but also in prayer.  Make sure you not only receive the sacraments 
regularly (e.g., Mass and reconciliation), but also take time for prayer 

so that you don’t become spiritually drowsy.  In doing so, you will 
have enough oil to keep your light shining brightly (cf. Matt. 5:16). 


