
These last couple of days has provided a nice contrast between 
Mary who anointed Jesus with costly perfume and Judas, who 

complains and betrays the Lord for so little. 
 

Earlier this week, we heard that the perfume Mary used was 
worth three hundred days wages (just shy of a year).   One 

commentator estimated that the perfume was worth about $30,000 in 
today’s wages.  It could have been have represented Mary’s life 

savings.  In other words, Mary loved Jesus so much that she spent 
everything she had, her whole life, for Him.  She is the model of 

generosity, who loves lavishly. 
 

 Judas, on the other hand, betrayed Jesus for only thirty pieces of 
silver, which was the price of a slave (Ex. 21:32).  Ironically, then, 

Judas is concerned about the “waste” of precious perfume, while he 

betrays Jesus for so little.  He is the model of greed and what it can do 
to a person. 

 
 Additionally, with today’s gospel we get a glimpse into the 

mystery of God’s providence and human free will.  Throughout the 
Passion Narrative, Matthew always presents Jesus in full control.  

Jesus knows who will hand him over and how he will do it.   He knows 
that the chief priests and scribes will convene against Him.  He knows 

that He will be handed over to Pilate, so that eventually He will be 
scourged and crucified.  All of this is foretold in the writings of the Old 

Testament.  All of it “must” take place. 
 

 And yet, all of the characters in the narrative freely consent to 
play their part.  For example, Judas freely chooses to betray Jesus and 

carry through with the treachery.   

 
 For us today, it’s important to keep in mind that all of us freely 

play a part in God’s beautiful plan of salvation.  Sometimes we do it 
knowingly, and sometimes unknowingly.  And sometimes we play our 

part by loving lavishly like Mary, but at other times, we betray Jesus 
for so little.   

 
Regardless, we never act outside of God’s providence.  He 

always forgives us if we turn to Him and ask for His mercy.  And He is 
always calling us to love more lavishly like Mary who anointed Jesus.  

As we begin the Triduum tomorrow, may we ask the Lord for the grace 
to experience or re-experience our love for Jesus, who loved us first 

and loved us the very end.  
 


