
 One of my friends from college is married and now has four 
children – 11, 8, 4, and 1.  I like visiting him because I learn a lot 

about family life.  It’s amazing to me how much goes on in a single 
day in a house with small children. 

 
 I love when my friends ask their children if they’ve done 

something like brush their teeth.  “Did you brush your teeth?”  Then I 
watch as the kids try to get out of things if they haven’t done them.  

“What?”  First tactic: they pretend like they didn’t hear the question. 
 

 The second tactic is to repeat the question.  “Have I brushed my 
teeth?  That’s a good question.”  “Yeah, that’s why I asked it,” says 

the parent.  When someone repeats the question and says it’s a good 
question, it’s a dead giveaway that they haven’t done it.       
 
 What parents want to know is, “Have you done what’s been 

asked of you.”  Have you fulfilled what is expected of you?  In the OT, 
the Father gave the Torah, or the Mosaic Law, expecting that it be 

fulfilled.  The purpose of the Torah was to instruct the Israelites how to 
live in relation to God.  By following the Torah, one protected and 

strengthened his or her relationship with God.    
 

 So when new a rabbi from Nazareth comes on the scene and is 

teaching the people, many are wondering, “What is His relationship 
with the Torah?  Has He come to disregard it?  Will He change it?  Will 

He choose parts of it to obey?”  
 

 Jesus is quite clear that His purpose is fulfillment. He does not 
set aside God’s commandments, but rather sets them on firmer 

footing.  Jesus’ whole way of life – all of His teaching and miracles – 
fulfill the Torah. 

 
 In other words, Jesus perfectly fulfills everything asked by the 

Father.  As our “oldest brother” so to speak, He not only teaches us 
that we must do the same, but because of His death and Resurrection 

and gift of the Holy Spirit, He enables us to fulfill them as well. 
 

 The beautiful thing about the Christian life is that by following 
Jesus, one fulfills the Torah as Jesus interprets it.  The irony is that 

while the world thinks that this is dull and burdensome, in reality it is 

the happy and joyful life.  What is more, by giving the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus enables us to fulfill them.  As we move deeper into Lent, may we 

ask Jesus for the Holy Spirit to obey the commandments and teach 
others to do so as well. 


