
 In Pope Francis’ newest exhortation called “Rejoice and be Glad”  
- a reflection on our call to become saints – he says that if someone 

asks, “What must one do to be a good Christian?” the answer is clear. 
We have to do, each in our own way, what Jesus told us in the Sermon 

on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, we find a portrait of the Master, 
which we are called to reflect in our daily lives. (63)   

 
 Jesus Himself embodies the Sermon.  In living the sermon, we 

strive to be “perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt 5:48)  
Let’s look at the wider and immediate context of our passage today.   

 
 Wider Context: Immediately before the Sermon begins, 

Matthew says that because Jesus was healing every disease and 
infirmity among the people, His fame spread throughout the entire 

region.  Large crowds begin to follow Him from Galilee, the Decapolis, 

Jerusalem, and Judea.   
 

 Jesus, seeing these crowds, goes up the mountain, sits down, 
and begins teaching them.  The fact that He goes up a mountain 

reminds us of Moses, who went up the mountain to receive the          
10 Commandments.  Jesus, then, is presented as the New Moses who 

does not receive the Law, but rather teaches Law.  This New Law sets 
forth fundamental attitudes that disciples are to possess.    

 
 Immediate Context: The teaching on oaths falls within the 

section of what scholars call the six antitheses.  Six times Jesus says, 
“You have heard that it was said, but I say to you.”  The “I” is 

emphatic, indicating that Jesus is teaching with authority.  He speaks 
as the new Moses, the new Lawgiver.  In the six antitheses, Jesus 

addresses murder, adultery, divorce, oath swearing, retaliation, and 

living enemies.  In each case, Jesus addresses the heart.  Behind 
actions such as murder and adultery is a problem of the heart.    

 
When one invokes an oath, he or she invokes God’s name to 

guarantee his or her word.  The point is that if you live a life of 
integrity, your speech matches your actions.  Furthermore, if your 

speech is straightforward and honest, there is no need to take oaths.  
Your “yes” means “yes” and your “no” means “no.”  In short, your 

character backs your speech.      
 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7 is worth reading.  It 
is the Christian’s “identity card,” i.e., his or her way of living in Christ 

and spreading the gospel.  By God’s grace, may we strive to live it. 


