
 In the Sacred Scripture, one of the beautiful images is walking 
with God.  In the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve fell, we hear 

that God “walked” in the cool of the day (Gn 3:8).  God had created 
the couple to “walk” with Him.  He willed to give them the fullness of 

life.  Of course, they hid in fear and no longer walked with Him.  
  

 In Genesis, we hear of righteous persons who walked with God.  
For example, Enoch walked with God (5:22-24).  Additionally, we hear 

that Noah, a righteous and blameless man, walked with God (6:9).  In 
the New Testament, St. Paul invites us to “walk by faith, not by sight.” 

(2 Cor. 5:7)   We see a theme, then, of God’s desire for us to “walk” 
with Him, i.e., share in His life.        

 
 In this light, we have a scene today where Jesus encounters a 

paralytic on a stretcher.  The man cannot walk.  Let’s look more 

closely at the scene. 
 

 Matthew tells us that Jesus saw “their faith.”  It’s interesting that 
he doesn’t say that Jesus saw the paralytic’s faith.  We do not know 

whether the man had faith.  Regardless, Jesus accepts the faith of the 
man’s friends.   

 
 This should give us great encouragement.  In praying for others 

and in serving them, Jesus sees our faith and can forgive/heal others.  
He sees the faith of parents who bring their children for baptism.  In 

doing so, He gives the newly baptized the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 We then hear about the miracle that follows.  The man is told to 
“Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.”  Notice the connection 

between the forgiveness of sins and the man’s ability to walk. 

Forgiveness of sins and walking go hand in hand.  In other words, God 
forgives us so that we can walk with Him, which is what He intended 

for us from the beginning. 
 

 Finally, Matthew tells us that the crowds were “struck with awe 
and glorified God who had given such authority to men.”  One would 

think Matthew would have said gave authority to Jesus.  However, the 
crowds are in awe that God gave “authority to men.”  Among other 

verses, this is the basis for the sacrament of reconciliation.    
 

 Today God works through priests in confession to forgive sins.  
He does so that those who encounter His mercy may “walk” with Him.  

In short, our gospel gives us great encouragement and hope.  God 
wills to forgive so that you and I may walk with Him!         


