
 Our reading from Matthew’s is quite fitting as we begin Lent together.  
Jesus uses many metaphors concerning His identity and role in salvation.  He is 

the Good Shepherd leading us to everlasting life.  He is the Divine Physician 
who heals us from sin.   

 
 Today, we hear an image of our Lord we may not reflect upon as much, 

but it is extremely important.  That is, Jesus is the bridegroom who calls us to 
the wedding feast.  As the Bridegroom, Jesus gives His life for His Bride, the 

Church.  Jesus the Bridegroom is one of my favorite images for Jesus. 
 

 In the OT, some of the prophets used marital imagery to describe the 
YHWH’s love for Israel.  The Lord as the bridegroom who does everything He 

can to woe Israel, His bride, back to Him.  The Isaiah prophet Isaiah says, “For 
your husband is your Maker; the Lord of Hosts is His name.” (54:5)   

 
 Increasingly in Israel’s history, the prophets used marital imagery to 

describe the relationship between the Lord and Israel.  The Lord’s covenant with 
Israel was understood as a marriage.  When Israel broke the covenant, the 
prophets referred to it as adultery.  They began seeking illicit unions with 

foreign deities.    
 

 Thus, when Jesus arrives on the scene, the Jewish people are familiar 
with marital language to describe the covenant and God’s faithfulness to His 

people.  When Jesus uses the term bridegroom, some of the people would have 
picked up this OT imagery. 

 
 For us today, the idea of Jesus as bridegroom is a beautiful image for us 

as we begin Lent together.  I think of couples that are preparing for marriage.  
They tell me how exhausting it shortly before the wedding.  It is an intense 

moment of preparation.  They send out the invitations, prepare things at the 
Church and wedding hall, meet regularly with the priest, order the flowers, get 

the photographer, and most importantly, pray more intensely for God’s grace in 
receiving the sacrament.   
 

 Lent is essentially intensified marriage preparation.  Only we are not 
preparing for a sacramental marriage, but the marriage banquet of heaven. 

Isaiah, for his part, gives us corporal works of mercy, which help us prepare 
well – sharing bread with the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the 

naked, etc.  In other words, caring for those who struggling just as Jesus did.  
When we do these things, we are preparing not only ourselves, but the poor for 

the marriage banquet of heaven.   
 

 Whatever you have decided to do this Lent, my hope is that you keep 
things in perspective.  Lent is about deeper union, union with Christ and 

through Him, one another.  Jesus, our Bridegroom, is preparing you to be more 
fully united with Him both now and in the wedding banquet of heaven. 


