
Renewing Our Covenant 
 

 Our reading from Matthew’s is quite fitting as we begin Lent together.  
Jesus uses many metaphors concerning His identity and role in salvation.  

He is the Good Shepherd leading us to everlasting life.  He is the Divine 
Physician who heals us from sin.   

 
 Today, we hear an image of our Lord we may not reflect upon as 

much, but it is extremely important.  That is, Jesus is the bridegroom who 
calls us to the wedding feast.  As the Bridegroom, Jesus gives His life for His 

Bride, the Church.  Jesus the Bridegroom is one of my favorite images for 
Jesus. 

 
 In the OT, some of the prophets used marital imagery to describe the 

YHWH’s love for Israel.  The Lord as the bridegroom who does everything He 

can to woe Israel, His bride, back to Him.  The Isaiah prophet Isaiah says, 
“For your husband is your Maker; the Lord of Hosts is His name.” (54:5)   

 
 Increasingly in Israel’s history, the prophets used marital imagery to 

describe the relationship between the Lord and Israel.  The Lord’s covenant 
with Israel was understood as a marriage.  When Israel broke the covenant, 

the prophets referred to it as adultery.  They began seeking illicit unions 
with foreign deities.    

 
 Thus, when Jesus arrives on the scene, the Jewish people are familiar 

with marital language to describe the covenant and God’s faithfulness to His 
people.  When Jesus uses the term bridegroom, some of the people would 

have picked up this OT imagery. 
 

 For us today, the idea of Jesus as bridegroom is a beautiful image for 

us as we begin Lent together.  On Sunday, we will bless our new baptismal 
font.  We celebrate that we are baptized, brought into the covenant of God’s 

family.  As the Bride of Christ, we are nourished with His Body and Blood, 
strengthened in Confirmation, and healed in Confession.   

 
 Lent, for its part, is a time of renewal.  We renew our covenant with 

Christ and in Him, with each other.  Just as newly married couples make lots 
of sacrifices for each other out of love, so we make sacrifices for Christ to be 

more deeply united with Him. 
 

 Whatever you have decided to do this Lent, my hope is that you keep 
things in perspective.  Lent is about deeper union, union with Christ and 

through Him, one another.  May Jesus prepare you to be more fully united 
with Him and others in this season of Lent! 


