
Matthew 

  
 Today the Church celebrates St. Matthew, one of the four gospel 

writers.  We don’t know a whole about Matthew.  He was the son of Alpheus, 
and likely was born in Galilee.  From the gospel today, we learn that he was 

a tax collector.  As most know, this was an unseeingly profession in Jesus’ 
day.    

  
 Matthew was sitting at the customs post, when Jesus came to him and 

said, “Follow me.”  Without hesitation, Matthew became a disciple.  Some of 
you may have seen Caravaggio’s magnificent canvas of this scene.   

  
 Matthew’s name means “gift of God.”  We know that he wrote the first 

canonical gospel.  It’s believed that Matthew wrote his gospel sometime 
between 41 and 50 AD.  He wrote the book in Aramaic.     

  

 Traditionally, the icon of a man symbolizes his gospel because 
Matthew’s gospel begins with the long Jewish genealogy that is read on 

Christmas Eve.  Jesus is the “Son of Abraham” and the “Son of David.”  
Matthew, then, sets out to convince his Jewish listeners that Jesus is the 

long-awaited fulfillment of the promises made to Israel. 
  

 Today’s feast helps us reflect on a couple of things.  First, Jesus’ 
invitation to follow Him is open to all.  Jesus reminds us that the sick have 

no need of a physician, but the sick do (Mk 2:17).  This is the Good News!  
Jesus came to forgive and heal sinners.  And even more beautiful is that 

Jesus enters into Matthew’s world by having dinner with him and his friends. 
  

 Second, Matthew encourages us to be confident and maintain humility 
as Jesus works to transform us.  His radical trust in Jesus is symbolized by 

the fact that he leaves everything and follows Jesus.  Jesus is now the center 

of His life, his new “profession” and his “treasure.”  
 

 In light of Jesus’ call today, think of someone you struggle with and do 
what you can to reach out to him or her and rebuild that relationship.  At the 

very least, pray for that person and ask Jesus to bless that person that he or 
she will experience His love. 


