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St. Maximilian Kolbe 
 

 Last week the Church put before us St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross (Edith Stein) who was put to death at Auschwitz on August 9, 

1942.  Today, the Church gives us another courageous hero who was 
also put to death, St. Maximilian Kolbe   

 
  Maximilian Kolbe, born Raymund Kolbe, came into the world on 

January 8, 1894.  He was born in Poland, part of the Russian empire at 
the time.  St. Maximilian was active in promoting the Immaculate 

Virgin Mary.  St. Kolbe is known as the Apostle of Consecration to 
Mary.   

 
 Maximilian had a dream when he was just 12 years old.  The 

Blessed Virgin presented two crowns – one white, the other red.  She 

asked Maximilian if he was willing to accept either crown.  The white 
symbolized perseverance in purity and the red that he would become a 

martyr.  Maximilian accepted both.   
 

 After his vision, Maximilian joined the Conventual Franciscans 
with his older brother.  In 1910, Kolbe was given the religious name 

Maximilian.  He professed his first vows in 1911.  Maximilian earned 
both a doctorate in philosophy and theology by age 28.      

 
 Maximilian organized the Militia Immaculata (Army of the 

Immaculate One) for the conversion of sinners and those opposed to 
the Church.   He was ordained a priest in 1918 and subsequently 

continued his work of promoting Mary throughout Poland.  He began 
publishing a monthly periodical called “Knight of the Immaculate.” 

 

 Additionally, Maximilian founded monasteries in Poland, Japan, 
and India.  His monastery in Japan remains a prominent presence of 

our Catholic faith in that country even today. 
 

 In the late 1930’s, Kolbe worked at the monastery in Poland.  He 
opened a temporary hospital aiding those in need.  He sheltered 

refugees and hid 2,000 Jews from German persecution.  His publishing 
house issued many anti-Nazi German publications.   In 1941, the 

monastery was shut down.  Kolbe was arrested and sent to prison for 
three months before being transferred to Auschwitz. 
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 Maximilian was harassed and suffered violence while in the 
camp.  In July 1941, three prisoners appeared to have escaped from 

the camp.  Consequently, a Nazi commander ordered ten men to be 
starved to death in an underground bunker.  One of the men chosen 

cried out, “My wife! My children!”   
 

 Kolbe volunteered to take his place.  The Nazi commander 
asked, “What does this polish pig want?”  Kolbe responded, “I am a 

Catholic priest from Poland.  I would like to take his place because he 
has a wife and children.”  This was the first and last time this 

happened at Auschwitz.     
 

 In the bunker, it is said that Kolbe led the men in prayer and 
sang hymns to Mary.  Kolbe was the last of the group to remain alive.  

After two weeks of starvation and dehydration, the guards gave him a 

lethal injection of carbolic acid.  Kolbe raised his arm and calmly 
awaited death.  He died on August 14, and his remains were cremated 

the next day, the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary.  
 

 Pope Paul VI beatified Maximilian on October 17, 1971.  The man 
Kolbe saved was present at the beatification.  Pope John Paul II 

canonized Kolbe on October 10, 1982.  St. Maximilian Kolbe is 
sometimes depicted in his Franciscan habit with a prison uniform 

covering part of his habit.  He was prisoner #16670.   
 

 Today, we celebrate that Maximilian as not a number, but a child 
of God who gave up his life that others might live. He is the patron 

saint of drug addicts, prisoners, families, and the pro-life movement.   
 

 May each of us be willing accept the sacrifices that God asks of 

us each day that others may live.  St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us! 
 


