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 Today the Church remembers the beading of St. John the Baptist.   Let’s 

first look at the context.  Immediately before this story, Jesus sends out his 

disciples on a mission.  After today’s account, the disciples come back and 

recount the success of their mission.  So we have Jesus sending out His 

disciples, the account of John’s martyrdom, and then the disciples returning 

from their mission.  Mark is telling us two things. 

 First, God’s work continues in the midst of great tragedies.  John’s 

martyrdom is a great tragedy.  He is the greatest of all prophets and was 

martyred because of jealousy and corruption.   

 Second, it tells us that if you are going to be a disciple of Christ, don’t 

expect an easy life.  John was beaded.  All of the apostles except for John were 

martyred.  The early Christians were thrown to the lions.  Jesus says in Mark 8, 

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 

follow me.” (8:34) 

 Let us briefly look at the story of John’s beheading.  One thing that is 

apparent is the weakness of Herod’s character.  He knows John is a righteous 

and holy man – he even likes to listen to him – and yet, he puts him in prison.  

In other words, he acts against his conscience.  Consequently, he commits an 

injustice. 

 Additionally, he is a slave to his passions and makes rash oaths.  When 

his daughter comes in to dance for him, he is so delighted that he promises half 

of his kingdom.  In reality, he is only a ruler under Caesar and has no authority 

to give (or to sell) the lands over which he rules.   

 Finally, when his daughter-in-law makes her request for John’s head, 

Herod does it because he worries more about what people think of him than 

what is good and true – what God thinks.  People’s opinions are more important 

than God’s will.    

 Today, we essentially get a glimpse at two different men – a righteous 

and holy man – John the Baptist – a man of prayer, honesty, integrity, who is 

committed to the truth in charity – and a Herod Antipas – a weak man who is a 

slave to his passions, makes rash oaths, and cares more about people’s 

opinions than doing God’s will.   

 Which of the two men do you prefer to be more like?  While imitating 

John is difficult and takes courage, it is the path of discipleship.  Take up your 

cross and follow me.  May we ask for God’s grace in living lives of integrity, 

courage, and remaining committed to God’s will, no matter what the cost. 


