
Memorial Day 
 

 My former pastor, Fr. Creagan, was recently deployed to 
Afghanistan where he will serve as a military chaplain for the United 

States Army.  They will fly him from base to base where he will celebrate 
Mass for our soldiers.  How fitting it is to give thanks to God for our 

soldiers and to offer God’s grace and love to our soldiers who give so 
much for our country.    

 
 Today we remember all of our troops who put God, our country, 

their families, and others before themselves.  Many, of course, did so to 
the point of sacrificing even their own life to protect our country and all 

the values we hold so dear. 
 

 Our troops, when they are at their best, embody the virtues we 
want all of our citizens and especially our young people, to possess: 

loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal 
courage. 
 

 Loyalty: Our soldiers support our Constitution, their respective 
units, and other soldiers.  They respect their leaders and do what’s asked 

of them. 
 

 Duty: They accomplish their tasks as part of a team.  They know 
you cannot accomplish your mission alone.  In this way, they remind us 

that our faith is a team sport.  God calls us to worship and serve Him as a 
Body, the Body of Christ.   

 
 Respect: A soldier treats others with dignity and respect, and 

expects others to do the same.    
 

 Selfless Service: They put the welfare of the Country, their unit, 
and subordinates before your own.    
 

 Honor: Soldiers at their best adhere to what is right in both speech 
and action.  They fulfill their oath of fidelity and commitment to serving 

our country.  
 

 Integrity: Soldiers act with moral uprightness, which allows others 
to place their trust in them.   

 
 Personal courage: They willingly face danger, even at times 

risking their personal safety.       
    

 May we always keep our soldiers in our prayers, those who have 
fallen in battle, wounded in battle, or served in any way.   Eternal rest 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  


