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Ministry Fair 
  
 It is quite rewarding to provide pastoral support to families who 

have lost a loved one.  Obviously, it is a challenging time as I feel 

deeply for anyone who has lost a loved one. 

 During funeral preparation meetings, I typically ask three 

different questions.  First, I ask the family to provide some information 

about their loved one – where he/she was born, grew up, family life, 

got married, worked, etc.  This is helpful, especially if I haven’t got a 

chance to meet the person.  I like to learn about his/her life. 

 The second major question is about virtue.  I ask, “When you 

think of your loved one, what are the good qualities that come to 

mind?  What he/she like as a spouse?  What was he/she like as a 

parent?”  In other words, what are the things that “make you smile” 

when you think about your loved one?   

 The final major question that I ask about is faith.  For example, I 

may ask, “Tell me about what our faith meant to your loved one and 

how he/she expressed it in his/her life.”  In learning about his or her 

faith, I very much love hearing what it personally meant to him/her, 

but also how our faith was lived – especially how it was expressed in 

our parish through ministry and/or helping build up the parish 

community. 
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 It is quite amazing when some families say, “He/she did this 

ministry.  And he/she helped out here.  The parish meant a lot to them.  

It was their second home.”  On the other hand, it is a little disheartening 

when the person hasn’t participated in any ministries in the parish.  

 A special thanks to Catherine Rupp and her volunteers who helped 

organize our ministry fair this year.  We haven’t had a ministry fair for 

probably five years or so.  And a special thanks to all of our parishioners 

who help lead our ministries or who will answer questions.   

 And of course, thank you to everyone who participates in one or 

more of our ministries at St. Therese!  We have over 65 different 

ministries here at the parish.  A parish is only as strong as the 

parishioners who share their time and talents to build it up.   

 Our Lord reminds us that following Him is not easy.  Like 

constructing a tower or going into battle, it’s costly.  Notice that in both 

situations, however, it’s not done alone.  One doesn’t build a watchtower 

alone nor does one go into battle alone.  Instead, they go together – as a 

team.  They are in it together, supporting one another.   

 The same is true here at St. Therese.  Our faith is certainly 

personal, but it’s also communal.  We live our personal faith in the 

context of a community.  In fact, there is a spiritual principle – we could 

call it spiritual physics – the more you share your faith – the stronger and 

deeper your faith becomes.  Faith grows by living it.  One way to do this 

is by participating in our many ministries here at the parish. 
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 To help get your arms around things, Catherine has grouped 

ministries by category.  They are as follows: Annual events, 

Community life, parish ministries, music, faith formation, 

liturgy, leadership, outreach service, and school service.   Given 

the time, I will touch on a few of these.  

 Annual Events: As you can imagine, it takes a small village to 

run some of the events like the Fall Festival, Women’s Retreat, Cana 

Dinner, Gala, etc.  For some roles, it just takes physical labor of 

setting up and taking down.  For others, it involves working with food 

(e.g., preparation, serving, cleaning up, etc.). 

 Community Life: This includes the three women’s circles, 

men’s club, and helping with hospitality after the Masses, which we 

have one weekend per month.  These ministries help build up our 

great parish community here at St. Therese. 

 Parish Ministries: These are some of our larger ministries.  

This month marks the three-year anniversary of Eucharistic Adoration 

at our parish.  It has grown each year.  This year we are hoping to 

expand: Tuesday 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm; Thursday: 3:00 pm & 4:00 

pm.  Funeral ministry is a great blessing – providing loving support for 

our families who have lost a loved one.  And we have a new ministry 

called Consoled by Jesus led by Kathy Conway, which provides 

pastoral support to families who have lost a loved one.   
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 Music: This one is self-explanatory.  Regardless of your talent, 

remember that those who sing pray twice!  Keep in mind that only our 

cantors sing alone.  Singing in a group certainly takes the edge off the 

feeling like everyone is looking at you. 

    Faith Formation: We serve over 300 students in our faith 

formation program.  You can imagine that this takes an army to run this 

well.  We are still in need of a few more catechists for our faith formation 

this year.  Please speak to Liz Lammers, who does a fine job of running 

our faith formation program.    

 I would also like to highlight our bible study, which will be on the 

Gospel of Luke this year (begins Sept. 24).  If you have never been in a 

bible study, don’t be afraid.  It is a great time for learning and a chance 

to meet someone new. 

 If you are someone who is looking to learn more about your faith or 

enter the Church, or no someone who is thinking about Catholic, we have 

a course called Come and See, which is also the RCIA program.   This 

begins on Wednesday, October 2nd and will be Wednesday evenings at 

7:00 pm.   

 Liturgy: You can see the list of needs there.  It is extremely 

rewarding to be a minister of Holy Communion.  Holding the Eucharist, 

you are literally the richest person in the world.  Again, it takes a lot of 

people working together that we can have a reverent and well-ordered 

liturgies.   
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 Parish Service: Our lawn and garden care do a great job of 

continuing to make our campus beautiful.  Not only would you get to 

meet new parishioners, but you also may enjoy caring for God’s 

creation.  If you are an outdoor person, one of these ministries may be 

for you!    

  Outreach: These are the ministries of the parish that serve our 

brothers and sisters in need outside the parish.  Jesus reminds us, 

“Whatever you did for the least of my brothers, you did it for me” (Mt. 

25:40).  And St. Paul says, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.” (Acts 20:35)  It is certainly a joy to serve Christ in the poor 

with other parishioners.  Thank you for all those who minister here! 

 School Service: Finally, we have some opportunities to serve 

our school community, which continues to grow.   

 In closing, I learned this week that along with Pax Christi in Eden 

Prairie, St. Therese was chosen to receive a stewardship award for 

generous parishes.  We will receive this award on November 2nd, 

which will be awarded at Pax Christi.  This says a lot about our parish!  

 It’s the parishioners of that make a parish a generous parish.  

God has given each of you a set of talents, which you are to share.  In 

sharing your talents, you grow in your faith and bless the parish in the 

process.   In short, please prayerfully consider how Jesus is calling you 

to serve Him in others here at St. Therese!            


