
Mom’s Day 
 

 A couple of years ago a family from my last parish lost a son.  He was 
in his mid-twenties and battled cancer for about five years.  The family is 

extremely faithful, so you can imagine it was a huge funeral (900 people).  
Prior to the funeral, I visited the family at the funeral home to spend some 
time with the family. 

 
 I will never forget that after praying around the coffin, the mother 

said, “Fr., I normally give my children a blessing before they leave by making 
the sign of the cross on their foreheads.  May I do that now?”  I said, “Sure.”  
So she took out some holy water, and one by one, she made the sign of the 

cross on the foreheads of each of her children.  And then she put the cross 
on the forehead of her son who was in the coffin.  It was very moving. 

 
 Her blessing reminded me of the closing line of the famous old Irish 
blessing, “And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His 

hand.”  
 

 Even as her son lay in the coffin and she was full of grief, she was still 
mom. During this season of Advent, we focus on Mary, who is not only Jesus’ 

mother, but our mother too.  As our mother, she possesses all the qualities 
of motherhood in the most excellent way.  
 

 Love: Good moms are known for their love.  They give hugs, wipe 
drooling mouths, put Band-Aids on boo boos, and clean dirty diapers.  Mary 

loved her son with all her heart.  Moms love their children.  As all moms 
know, sometimes it is easy and other times it is hard.  Mary loved and 
supported her son throughout His entire life. 

 
 Humble: Good moms are humble.  They recognize their gifts of caring 

and nurturing are gifts from God, and so valuable to their children.  Mary 
recognizes that all her benefits (conceived without sin, chosen to be the 
mother of God, and assumed into heaven body and soul) are all blessings 

from God. 
 

 Suffer: Good moms suffer.  They suffer when their children get hurt 
or make bad choices.  Yet, they continue to love.  Love always involves 
suffering.  When all the Apostles abandoned Jesus on the Cross, Mary stayed 

with Him.  Like Mary, moms are willing to suffer for and with their children, 
offering their heart and hand wherever it is needed.  Mary always helps mom 

in their pain, sadness and grief. 
 
 Grateful: Good moms are grateful.  Thank you to all of our moms for 

what you do for your children everyday!  Thank you for being kind, gentle, 
patient, strong, and joyful.  Thank you for all the sacrifices you make for 

your children!  May God bless you and reward you for all you do!  And may 
our Blessed Mother, watch over you and protect you!  


