
There are only three times each year we celebrate someone’s 
birthday.  Obviously, we celebrate Christmas, the birthday of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Additionally, we celebrate the birthday of John the 
Baptist on June 24th.  And finally, we celebrate the birthday of Mary.  

Her birthday is celebrated on this day, Sept. 8, because it is nine 
months from December 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception, where she is preserved from the stain of sin. 
 

Today’s feast reminds me of when I was a volunteer at the 
children’s hospital in St. Paul.  On one occasion, one of the nurses 

asked me to rock a baby named Isaiah.  As I did so, I looked at the 
beautiful baby and wondered what the Lord had in store for him.  

What would be his hopes and dreams?  What would be his struggles?   
 

In a similar way, I wonder if Joachim and Anne looked at Mary 

and wondered what God had in store for baby Mary.  Never in their 
wildest dreams could they have known that she would be the Mother 

of God.  Truly, they were blessed to be chosen as parents of Mary.  
 

Mary’s birthday is sometimes described as “the hope of the 

entire world and the dawn of salvation.”  In the prayer after 
communion, Mary’s nativity is described as the “daybreak of 

salvation.”  Her birth reminds us of the beauty of the sunrise.  Just as 

the sunrise anticipates the full view of the sun, so Mary’s birth 
anticipates the Incarnation and birth of her Divine Son. 

 
Today’s celebration is really a celebration of hope.  God’s plan 

continues beautifully today with the birth of Mary.  We get a sense 
that all of heaven is in awe and rejoices that dawn is breaking. 

 
Cardinal Newman once remarked, “God has created me to do 

Him some definite service.  He has committed some work to me, which 
He has not committed to another.  I have my mission – I may never 

know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.  I have part in a 
great work.  I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between 

persons.”   
 

For us today, just as God had a plan for Mary, so He has a plan 
for each of you.  Mary, without question, was chosen as the Mother of 

God and chose to remain close to her Son throughout His ministry.  

And all of us have benefited from her faith and fidelity.  Like her, God 
has given you some great work that he has not committed to another.  

Through Mary’s intercession, may you rely upon God’s grace and 
mercy to fulfill the great work He has committed to you! 


