
North American Martyrs 
 

 Today we celebrate the eight North American martyrs – six 
priests and two lay brothers – whose aim was to bring the faith to the 

Huron, Iroquois, and Mohawk Indians. 
 

 Five of the eight were put to death in what is now Canada, and 
three of them in New York State.  Today there is a shrine to the United 

States’ martyrs at Auriesville in New York.  The two most well known 
martyrs are Isaac Joques (age 39) and John de Brebeuf (age 56). 

 
 As a young Jesuit, Isaac Jogues was a man of learning and 

culture.  He taught literature in France.  Instead of living a comfortable 
life, he left for the New World to work among the Huron Indians.   

 

 He was captured by the Iroquois and imprisoned for 13 months.  
He and his companions were led from village to village, where they 

were beaten, tortured, and forced to watch as their Huron converts 
were mangled and killed.  

 
 Isaac was able to escape and return to France.  Several of his 

fingers had been cut, chewed or burnt off.  Pope Urban VIII gave him 
permission to offer Mass with mutilated hands: “It would be shameful 

that a martyr of Christ not be allowed to drink the Blood of Christ.”   
 

 Isaac’s zeal brought him back to the New World.  He was again 
captured, this time by the Mohawk tribe.  On October 18, he was 

tomahawked and beheaded.   
 

 John de Brebeuf, for his part, came to Canada at the age of 32 

and labored among the Indians for 24 years.  He composed catechisms 
and a dictionary among the Huron.  He was captured by the Iroquois, 

and died after four hours of some of the worst torture imaginable.  
Through it all, he never cursed the people.   

 
 Seven years after his death, a little girl, St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

was born from the very tribe that put them to death.  By the time John 
died, 7,00 Huron had become Christians.  The Church in North America 

sprang from the blood of these martyrs.  
 

 Without question, we are grateful for their courage and sacrifice 
in bringing Christ to the New World among the most difficult 

circumstances. If they were willing to risk so much, we have to ask 
ourselves what we are willing to do to bring Christ to those around us?     


