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 The year before I entered the seminary, I was actually a high school 

algebra teacher.  I had four classes each day.  I remember one class in 

particular I had.  They were very squirrely kids, but very good nature.  And 

then one day I received a student who had a pretty troubled past.  He was a 

very difficult student.  He had a very strong personality and unfortunately, 

slowly his behavior began influencing the other students such that the class 

became extremely difficult.   

 It’s quite amazing how both negative and positive behavior can affect 

not just classrooms, but groups of people in general.  We commonly refer to 

this as peer pressure – one person or a small group of people trying to 

change the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of others. 

 In our first reading today we about the adverse affects of peer 

pressure.  One spy, Caleb, believes that God will bring them into the Promise 

Land.  It may be difficult, but God will be with them. 

 Unfortunately, the other eleven spies were afraid and convinced 

thousands of people that they couldn’t do it.  Even worse, right after this 

reading, one learns that they even wanted to get rid of Moses, choose a new 

leader, and head right back into Egypt!   

 Ironically, after 40 years when they come to the Promise Land, they 

send spies in again.  This time, instead of sending twelve, they send two.  

They go to a harlot’s home, Rahab, where she says the people are terrified 

of you.  In reality, then, the Canaanites were terrified of the Israelites.   

 There are a couple of points we can take away.  First, we see how 

powerful peer pressure can be.  When good men and woman don’t stand up 

in the face of fear or evil, it has terrible consequences for everyone.  The 

Israelites could have taken the land.  Instead, they had to travel through the 

wilderness for 40 years.   

 Second, we do not have to be worried about certain things.  One of the 

greatest tools Satan uses is fear.  The first man, Adam, didn’t step up and 

protect his bride because of fear.  The Israelite spies saw big armies.  They 

should have seen a bigger God.  If God calls you to do something, He will 

provide the means to make it happen.  We don’t have to be afraid.  May we 

ask the Lord for the virtue of courage to do what He asks of us. 


