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 I presume that most people are familiar with the story of the Blessed Virgin 
meeting Juan Diego on December 9, 1531.  Juan Diego was a poor Aztec widower 

who lived in central Mexico.  Mary asked Juan to speak with the bishop to have a 
chapel built in the place where she appeared to him.  

 After multiple attempts, the bishop was finally convinced after Juan Diego 

opened his tilma in the bishop’s presence wherein in roses fell to the ground.  More 
miraculous, however, was the image of Mary appeared on the tilma, exactly as she 

appeared at the hill of Tepeyac (Dec. 12, 1531).   We’ll briefly look at the 
symbolism of the miraculous image. 

 The image on the tilma is about 6 ½’ x 3 ½’.  Mary is depicted as an 
adolescent, around 15 years old.  The color of her skin is that of the first generation 

of intermarriage between the Spaniards with the Indians of the Americas.  Mary, 
then, shows us that whether we are Indian, Spanish, Mexican, or American, we are 

one people in the eyes of God. 

 Additionally, Mary’s hands are joined together symbolizing that she is not a 
goddess, but rather prays to someone greater than her.  Furthermore, her head 
and eyes are bowed down.  Thus, whereas pagan gods were depicted straight 

ahead with their eyes wide open, Mary looks down with humility and compassion. 

 Her mantle is blue-green or turquoise.  To the native people, this was the 
color of the gods or royalty.  In Christian art, blue is symbolic of eternity, 

immortality, or heaven.  Her rose or pale-red dress represents the earth.  Hence, 
heaven and earth are witnesses to the truth of the apparition message.  Research 

has shown that the stars in her mantle are exactly as the stars of the winter 
solstice appeared before dawn on the morning of December 12, 1531. 

 Moreover, our Lady of Guadalupe appears as a pregnant woman clothed with 
the sun.  In the Book of Revelation, Mary is described in just this manner          

(Rev. 12:1).  She stands on the moon and blocks the sun, two cosmic elements 
worshipped by the Aztecs.  Mary is the Mother of the true God, who is greater and 

brighter than their false gods. 

 For us today, I find it fascinating that the first missionaries who came to 
Mexico with the conquistadors had very little success.  After nearly a generation, 

only a few hundred native Mexicans had converted to Catholicism.  However, within 
ten years of the Marian apparition, nine million Aztecs converted to the faith.  Our 
Lady had proved a more effective evangelist than Peter, Paul, St. Patrick, and St. 

Francis Xavier combined!  Without Mary, the new evangelization will be never 
successful.  Through her prayers, the battle will be won through love.   

 Second, it is fascinating that Mary did not appear as a European Madonna, 

but rather as a beautiful Aztec speaking to Juan Diego in his own language.  Thus, 
if we are going to bring the Gospel to others, we must appreciate their respective 
culture, mentality, and personal experiences.  By understanding them, we can help 

them understand and know Christ.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us! 


