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Gospel of Luke 
Overview 

 
Intro: Luke is the longest gospel.  The Gospel of Luke and Acts combined accounts for 27% 
of the New Testament.   Luke writes to “Theophilus” (1:3), which means “loved by God” or 
“lover of God.”  Luke acknowledges that others have written narratives (Matthew and 
Mark).  However, he decides to write his own account in an orderly sequence so Theophilus 
can have assurance about what he has heard or been taught.  In short, Luke presents a 
powerful portrait of Jesus in an orderly sequence to deepen our faith. 
 

 St. Ambrose: The Gospel was written to Theophilus, i.e., to him whom God loves.  
If you love God, it was written to you. (Gadenz, 31) 

 
Who: The titles at the beginning/end of the earliest manuscripts of the Gospel (200 AD) 
attribute the work to Luke (Gadenz, 15).  Irenaeus (180 AD) attributes the gospel to Luke.   
According to tradition, Luke was from Antioch in Syria.  Eusebius says, “Luke who was born 
at Antioch, by profession a physician.”  Col. 4:14: Luke, the beloved physician...   
 
Additionally, Irenaeus says that Luke was Paul’s follower.  He says that Luke “set down in a 
book the Gospel that was preached by Paul.” (Gadenz, 16)  Luke accompanied Paul on some 
of his journeys, e.g., he writes in the first person plural (“we”) in certain sections of the Acts 
of the Apostles: 16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16.   
 
Finally, scholars debate whether Luke was a Gentile Christian or a Hellenistic Jew.  If Luke 
was a Gentile, he would be the only Gentile author in the New Testament.            
 

 Mark was Peter’s interpreter in Rome, while Luke was Paul’s traveling companion.  
Key: The apostles Peter/Paul heavily influenced Mark/Luke’s writings.       

 
According to 2 Tim. 4:11, Luke went to Rome with Paul.  Acts 28:16: When we entered 
Rome.  According to one tradition, Luke died in Boeotia (Greece) at the age of 84.  Luke’s 
principal relics are contained in the Abbey of St. Giustina in Padua.      
 
Themes: Infancy narrative (Luke 1 & 2) focus on Mary; strong note universality (gospel 
meant not only for Jews, but also for Samaritans, Israelites, Gentiles); God’s mercy and 
forgiveness of sins (prodigal son, good Samaritan, the good thief); sensitivity and reverence 
for women (Mary, Elizabeth, Anna, widow at Nain and sinful woman in Luke 7); the poor 
and lowly (the anawim or “little ones” such as outcasts or those hurting); prayer (Jesus 
often praying); action of the Holy Spirit (Acts of the Apostles as well).   
 

 Luke’s narrative could be called a “foot and food” approach.  Jesus is often walking 
or at a meal.  It concludes with Road to Emmaus (Thigpen, Intro).      

 
Icon: A winged ox (and a book) typically depicts Luke’s Gospel given that his gospel opens 
and concludes in the Temple.  Luke is the patron saint of artists (one tradition says he was a 
painter), physicians, surgeons, students and butchers.  Luke’s feast day is October 18.  
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When: Scholars debate when the gospel was written (before or after 70 AD).  Most modern 
scholars put it at 80 or 90 AD given the detailed destruction of the Temple’s demise in Luke 
21 (greater than Mt 24 and Mk 13).  One tradition says that Luke wrote his Gospel and Acts 
during Paul’s two-year imprisonment, sometime between 62 AD and 68 AD (Thigpen, Into).   
 
Literary Style: As an educated man, Luke had a wide knowledge of the Mediterranean 
world, its geography, and culture.  He had extensive knowledge of Jewish culture and 
history (many allusions to the OT), including the Septuagint (Greek translation of OT).  He 
writes some of the most elegant-styled Greek in the NT.  Interestingly, as a physician, Luke 
emphasizes scenes with medical interest (healing miracles) (Thigpen, Intro).   
 

 Mark’s Gospel is a bit choppy and moves swiftly (e.g., “immediately” over 40 times). 
Luke’s Gospel is more elegant, organized, and poetic (good storyteller).    

 
Structure:  
 

 Events Prior to Jesus’ Ministry: 1:5-4:13 
A. Parallel between Jesus and John 
B. Story when Jesus was twelve years old in the Temple 
C. Preaching of John, baptism of Jesus 
D. Testing in the wilderness & Genealogy 
E. Jesus presented as spirit-filled Son of God 

 

 Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee: 4:14-9:50 
A. Inaugural sermon in synagogue in Nazareth (rejected) 
B. Proclaims Kingdom of God, heals sick, expel demons, raises the dead, 

gathers disciples, preaches the Sermon on the Plain 
 

 Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem: 9:51-19:44 
A. Speaks to three audiences: disciples, crowds, religious leaders 
B. Demands of discipleship: Repentance, prayer, vigilance, possessions 
C. Suffering that Jesus will endure at Jerusalem 
D. Return of Son of Man at end of the ages 
E. Key: Reminds of journey (9:51, 13:22, 17:11, 18:31, 19:28)  

 

 Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem: 19:45-21:38 
A. Jesus takes possession of Father’s House (Temple) 
B. Teaches people every day before arrested 

 

 Jesus’ Passion, Death, and Resurrection: 22:1-24:53 
A. Jesus fulfills “exodus” through passion and death 
B. Risen, Jesus sends apostles to preach repentance and forgive sins 
C. Ascends to His Father 

 
Gospel of Luke: Galilee to Jerusalem Acts: Jerusalem to Rome (new center) 


