
 1 

Pentecost 

 Yesterday morning I got a chance to stop over at our parish 

garden to see how things were coming along.  Gia Sundbo and her 

crew of helpers have been working hard preparing our garden for 

another bumper crump this year. It’s pretty amazing what they do. 

The garden is already full of life – carrots, celery, onions, broccoli, 

tomatoes, and rhubarb.  The watermelon is just starting to sprout, and 

may need an extra dose of holy water when we bless the garden on 

Saturday, June 22, after the 5:00 pm Mass. 

 This year a couple of our boy scouts have made some great 

additions to our garden.  One scout is working on a perennial garden 

on the south side to attract pollinators and another is in the middle of 

putting in a new walking path of crushed gravel this week.  A special 

thanks to our boy scouts for devoting their Eagle Scout project to 

improving our parish garden! 

 For those of you who garden, you know that it is a lot of work, 

but it something special when it is in full bloom.  There is an explosion 

of color and scents and of course, the bees, butterflies and other 

insects love it too.  There is an explosion of life.    

 The idea of a garden and life makes me think of our patron St. 

Therese, who begins her autobiography, Story of a Soul, with the 

image of a garden. 
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 She reflects on how the great diversity of flowers, all for the 

glory of God.  She says some great souls are like lilies and roses, while 

others are daises or violets.    

 For St. Therese, to be perfect or to become a saint is not about 

wanting to be a flower different than you are, but rather doing God’s 

will – being the flower you are, i.e., with your own unique personality, 

using your own unique set of gifts.  God tailors His grace so that each 

flower, or each person, can become a saint. 

 In this light, I remember an important conversation I had with a 

brother priest before coming to St. Therese.  Of course, I was nervous 

and a little uneasy as this was going to be my first parish to take care 

of as a pastor.   

 I asked my brother priest, “What advice do you have for me?”  

And he replied, “Just be who you are.  Bring your joy and love for 

Jesus to the parish.”  It’s the best advice I have ever received.  Just be 

who are – that’s what your best at.  It is exhausting trying to be 

someone else.  Open your heart to the Holy Spirit, and let Him work 

through you.  

 What amazes so much about Pentecost is that the Holy Spirit, 

brings so much life to see many different personalities.  The Holy Spirit 

remains one and the same, but transforms hearts and gives gifts 

according to the capacity and desire of each person to receive Him. 
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 Over the centuries, the Holy Spirit moved in the hearts of 

millions of people.  The Spirit creates many different flowers, many 

saints, each giving off the aroma of Christ with his or her unique 

personality.  And thankfully, the Spirit gives the Church the saints it 

needs, especially when the Church needs renewal.   

 For example, when Rome collapsed in the late fifth century, the 

Holy Spirit inspired a young man named Benedict to leave Rome for 

more intensive study and work.  Soon, a small group formed around 

him and the Benedictines were formed, an order that essentially re-

evangelized and civilized Europe. 

 In the late 12th and 13th century, the Church was going through 

a hard time because of corruption in the clergy, which had become lax 

and worldly.  The Holy Spirit raised up two itinerant preachers, St. 

Francis and St. Dominic, who embraced poverty, and who brought a 

newfound love for Jesus and the Gospel.  Hundreds, then thousands, 

were eager to share their life.  Eventually, the two new orders of 

Franciscans and Dominicans brought great renewal to the Church. 

 Furthermore, the Holy Spirit works through millions of ordinary 

parents trying to juggle busy schedules in raising their children.  In 

just over a month, we will be blessing our new statues of St. Louis and 

Zelie Martin, two humble and simple parents who juggled running a 

business, cared for aging parents, and raised five children.   
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 Their days were full, and yet, somehow they made God the very 

center of their lives.  They prayed together each day, went to Mass 

regularly, and served the poor.  And they knew suffering well, losing four 

children under the age of five.  They not only gave us St. Therese, the 

greatest saint of modern times (Pius X), but also have served as great 

model of family life for millions.       

 And of course, we have St. Maria Goretti, a beautiful flower that 

was plucked up and taken to God at the age of 11.  When she refused the 

advances of a 20-year old, he stabbed her repeatedly.  As she was dying, 

she forgave him and prayed that he would be forgiven and admitted into 

heaven.  She is the model for chastity.  We have a relic of this great saint 

in our sacristy.     

 And what are we to say about the great saints of the 20th century?  

St. Catherine Drexel gave up an easy life of wealth to wealth among the 

Native Americans.  St. Maximilian Kolb volunteered to give his life at a 

concentration camp at Auschwitz so another man with a wife and children 

could live.  A little nun named St. Teresa, moved by the Holy Spirit, 

answered the call to serve the poorest of the poor in India.  And a polish 

priest named Karol Wojtyla risked his life to join the seminary to become 

a priest.  Eventually, he became John Paul II, traveling the world to bring 

the light and love of Christ to millions.   

 In short, the Holy Spirit is always moving and desires to raise up 

new flowers, new saints, in His garden.  He looks for open hearts, who 
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want to serve Him.  And best of all, He simply wants you to be you – to 

bring your personality and gifts to renew His Church.  As He has been 

raising up men and women in the past, so He looks to do so today.     

Will you let the Holy Spirit work through you?  I hope so, because the 

Church and the world need great saints today now more than ever. 


