
 Imagine that you are interviewing the apostles Peter and Paul for a 

ministry position today.  You begin by turning to Peter and asking, “So 

Peter, tell me a little about yourself.”  “Well,” says Peter, “I am from 

Bethsaida in Galilee.  It’s a great little fishing town on northern coast of the 

Sea of Galilee.  I figure given that I love to fish, I’d be good at catching 

human beings in my ministry for the gospel.”   

 “I see,” you reply.  “And what makes you qualified for this position?”  

“Well” Peter says again, “I am the head and prince of the Apostles.  I am the 

visible sign of the Church’s unity, faith and charity.  Additionally, I’ve heavily 

influenced the writing of the Gospel of Mark (he was my scribe) and I’ve 

wrote two epistles in the New Testament.  Finally, I’m bold; and while I fall 

now and then, Jesus Himself strengthens me.  Maybe that is why He 

changed my name from Simon to Peter, which means “rock” you know.”   

 And then you turn to Paul.  “What about you Paul?”  Paul, with his high 

forehead and large eyes, replies, “I’m from Tarsus.  My parents are Jewish 

and I studied in Jerusalem under the best teachers…Gamaliel to be exact.  

When I was young, I persecuted the Church.  But then, as I was on my way 

to the city of Damascus, I saw a bright light from heaven which struck me to 

the ground.  And this voice questioned me, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’  My life has never been the same.  Since then, I’ve made 

three missionary trips spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 

Gentiles.  Maybe that’s why they call me the Apostle to the Gentiles.  

Regardless, I let the Gentiles know that Jesus is the fulfillment of all the 

promises made to our Jewish forefathers.  He is the Messiah, sent from God 

for us.  The thirteen letters that I’ve written in the NT explain my beliefs.” 

 I think if you were interviewing these extraordinary apostles, you 

would certainly hire them both.  Both apostles experienced Jesus in a deep 

and personal way – Peter over time and Paul in an instant.  And because of 

those experiences, both were willing to be crucified with Christ so that it was 

no longer they who lived, but Christ living in them (Gal. 2:20).  They 

willingly died for Jesus even shedding their blood for Him – Peter by 

crucifixion upside down and Paul by beheading in Rome about the year 64. 

 As we celebrate Mass today on the Solemnity of these two pillars of 

our faith, may we share their zeal, love, and joy of dying for Jesus so that 

He may live in us.  And may we remain committed to their teaching so that 

the Church may continue to be built up in unity and love.  


