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 Earlier this week a family invited me over to their home for a dinner 

and to bless their home.  We had a great meal and conversation and then I 

took some time to bless their home.  The family has two golden retrievers, 

so naturally I was in heaven. 

 One was a ten-year-old timer and the other was a puppy.  When I was 

blessing the home, the puppy was running in front of me jumping up and 

trying to catch the water drops in his mouth.  He really wanted to be a saint 

so he thought drinking holy water would help. 

 After blessing the home, the old timer was tuckered out and tried to 

take a nap.  The puppy, however, wanted to play.  He kept biting his neck.  I 

thought, “You better watch it or this sleeping giant will get up and show you 

whose boss.”  Sure enough, the sleeping giant got tired of it, got up and 

threw the puppy on the ground and then sat on him.   

 The family shared that while the puppy can get on the 10 year-olds 

nerves, the two are very close.  They have good friendship, a partnership.  

 The Church gives us this beautiful little reflection on St. Paul’s letter to 

the Philippians.  The letter is a real gem.  It is only four chapters long and 

could be read in one sitting.   

 Typically, when Paul writes a letter to a particular community, there is 

some sort of doctrinal or moral crisis.  For example, one senses there are 

lots of problems in the Church at Corinth.  There are no divisions in the 

community.  However, this is not the case with the Philippians (doing well).  
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 The Philippians have been very generous to Paul.  They have 

supported him with their prayers and been financially generous.  Throughout 

the letter, Paul’s tone is very pleasant and positive.  There is a real sense of 

joy, gratitude, and warmth between Paul and the Philippians.  In short, the 

Philippians are like Paul’s favored child.  They are his joy and crown.    

 Let’s take a closer look at the verses given to us today.  Paul says, “I 

pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your 

partnership for the gospel from the first day until now.”  Paul uses an 

interesting word to describe their relationship.  He calls it a partnership.  The 

Greek here is koinonia and can be translated as fellowship or communion.  

 Partnership is a pretty good translation.  Today certain businesses 

have a joint venture where they pool their resources together for the sake of 

the mission.  They share in both the profits and the losses.  They sink or 

swim together.   

 It’s helpful to know that the Philippians were proud of their city of 

Philippi.  It was a Greek city and a Roman colony.  It was a kind of military 

outpost – lots of Roman soldiers and veterans of war retired there.  That 

said, there was a lot of devotion to the Roman Empire and pride about being 

a Roman citizen.  

 Hence, Paul has to somehow redirect this heartfelt devotion to the 

Roman Empire to the Kingdom of Heaven.  It is not an either/or, but rather 

what is their first love: the glory of Rome or the glory of Heaven? (citizens)   
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 Additionally, it’s helpful to know that Paul wrote this letter from prison.  

Paul had been thrown into prison because of the gospel. According to 

tradition, Paul is imprisoned in Rome.  Hence, the plot thickens.  The Rome, 

the empire that many Philippians love so much, has imprisoned Paul for 

preaching the gospel.  In this light, will the Philippians remain in partnership 

with Paul in building the Kingdom of heaven – support him in this joint 

venture – or abandon him for the Caesar and Rome? Which love more?   

 Christians of every age and culture are faced with the same dilemma.  

In our time and country, are we Americans first or Catholics first?  Are you a 

Catholic American or an American Catholic?  Which is the modifier?  

 American values things like freedom, diversity, privacy, and equality.  

These are good, but they cannot be our ultimate values nor can you build a 

partnership or in the Greek, a koinonia (communion), from them.   

 Instead, you can only build true and lasting unity or communion from 

two things: Truth and love.  Our minds are made for the truth and our 

hearts are made for love.  As Catholics, we believe these are not abstract 

values, but rather a Person: Jesus Christ.   

 Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  And He is the face of love.  

He is the Kingdom of God in Person, and in Advent, we celebrate anew that 

He comes to build a partnership with us, a Kingdom that is built around Him.  
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 Notice also that while the Philippians are doing well, Paul believes that 

they could take it up a couple of notches.  He prays that their love may 

increase more and more.  In the next chapter, we will unpack what this 

means, namely, “Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, 

humbly regard others as more important than yourself, each looking not for 

his own interests, but also everyone for those of others” (2:2-3). 

 The more the Philippians seek to imitate Christ, who lived for others in 

the most radical way, the more they will grow in love, and the more they 

grow in love, the more they will grow in unity.  I was a high school algebra 

teacher before entering seminary.  I like linear thinking.   

 Here is the line of thinking: 1). You must first have a common 

partnership or mission (perfect union with Jesus Christ).  2). You must know 

what it is.  3). You must know how to get there.  Growth in love, which is 

putting the interests of others first – making a gift of yourself.  4). You can’t 

get there alone.  You do so in partnership, which is the fruit of love. 

 Practically speaking, there are times we do this really well – know our 

mission of serving Christ and making Him loved, putting Him at the center of 

our lives, growing in charity, building unity, and there are times when we do 

not – put ourselves first, create divisions.  Only Christ and our Blessed 

Mother, as we celebrated yesterday, is perfect.  Thank God when you do 

well.  Ask Him for forgiveness when you don’t.  But never give up hope.  

Focus on Jesus.  Grow in love.  Build unity.  This is God’s will!   


