
Pope St. Pius X 
  
 Today the Church honors Pope Pius X.   Born Giuseppe Melchiorre 

Sarto on June 2, 1835, the future pope was the second of ten children.  
Giuseppe grew up in poverty.  His father was a postman.  It’s said that 

Giuseppe walked 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) to school each day.   
 

 Giuseppe felt a call to the priesthood at an early age.  He studied at 
the seminary in Padua, Italy, and was known as an exceptional student.  

He was ordained on September 18, 1858, as a priest.  He served as a 
chaplain for a year, and continued studying both St. Thomas and canon 

law.   
 

 In 1867, he was served as Archpriest of Salzano.  There, he 
restored the Church and expanded the hospital.  In 1875, he was made 

canon of the Cathedral and Chancellor of the Diocese of Treviso (north of 
Venice).  He also held the office of rector of the Treviso seminary.   
 

 In 1878 he was nominated to be a bishop and eventually created as 
a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII on June 12, 1893.  Three days later he 

became the Patriarch of Venice.  After Pope Leo XIII died on July 20, 
1903, Cardinal Sarto was elected on August 4, 1903, and took the name 

Pope Pius X.   
 

 Pope Pius X’s motto was to “Restore All Things in Christ.”  He is 
sometimes known as the Pope of the Blessed Sacrament as he issued a 

decree that Holy Communion be received at age 7 instead of 12 or 14.  
He also advocated receiving Holy Communion frequently, even daily.  He 

once said, “Holy Communion is the shortest and safest way to Heaven.”   
 

 He reformed the liturgy, promoted clear and simply homilies, and 
brought Gregorian chant back to Masses.  Pope Pius X also battled against 

the heresy and evils of modernism.  He encouraged bible study, and 
brought about codification of Canon Law.   
 

 Pope Pius X was known for living very simply and was tremendously 
humble.   He died on August 20, 1914 of a heart attack and buried in a 

simple tomb in St. Peter’s Basilica.  He was beatified in 1951 and 
canonized in 1954 by Pope Pius XII.   

  
 In a private audience with a missionary, Pope Pius X said that       

St. Thérèse of Lisieux was the “greatest saint of modern times.” 
St. Pius X, pray for us! 


