
Pope Leo the Great 
 
 It is difficult to speak highly enough of Pope Leo and all that he did 
for the Church in the fifth century (elected in 440).  Sometimes we may 

be tempted to think that the troubles facing the Church today are the 
worst in history.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Waves have 

always beaten against the bark of Peter. 
 

 Pope Leo faced both internal and external problems against the 
Church.  Internally, there were various heresies (false teachings) saying 

that Jesus was not fully human (monophytism).  Others were proposing 
that we could somehow earn our way into heaven.  Jesus was just a good 

example whom we are to imitate (pelagianism).   
 
 Pope Leo, then, had to teach the truth about Christ and our need 

for salvation.  Jesus is a divine Person with a human nature.  He has a 
human nature like our own with a body and soul (with intellect and will).  

Essentially, Pope Leo is the great defender of the Incarnation.  Even 
today, one of his Christmas sermons is still famous and quoted today.   

 
 Externally, the city of Rome was a mess to put it lightly.  In 452 

AD, the Huns were outside the city of Rome.  Attila with his Huns had 
been burning cities and approaching Rome.   

 
 It is well known that Pope Leo met Attila the Hun when he came to 

Rome.  Apparently, Attila saw what he called “two venerable personages,” 
supposedly St. Peter and Paul, standing behind Leo.  He was so 

impressed by the vision that he turned back.  Unfortunately, three years 
later the Vandals came.  Pope Leo saved the city from being totally 
destroyed.  Overall, Leo served as pope for 20 years. 

 
 For us today, we certainly have our own challenges in the Church.  

We have internal challenges (mostly moral) and external ones.  We have 
large number of Catholics who no longer receive the sacraments at all.   

 
 Externally, various “isms” such as relativism, individualism, 

materialism, and secularism are alive and well.  The challenges today, 
however, are no more formidable than in Pope Leo’s time.  Pope Leo is 

called the “Great” because he remained faithful to the Lord and trusted 
that He is always in control.   

 
 Like Pope Leo, may we do the same!  Just as the Lord brought the 

Church of Leo’s time into today, so He will bring the Church of today into 
tomorrow.   Pope St. Leo the Great, pray for us! 


