
 There are three events that comprise today’s feast: the purification of 
Mary, the redemption of the first-born child Jesus through an offering 

prescribed by the law, and the presentation of Jesus in the Temple.   
 

 I thought we might reflect on the third aspect, the presentation of 
Jesus or as another translation says, the “offering” of Jesus.  Jesus is offered 
in the Temple just as Hannah offered her son Samuel, or the way sacrifices 

were offered in the Temple. 
 

 Let’s reflect on the Temple and its significance in the Jewish tradition.  
For the Jewish people, the Temple was the dwelling place of the Lord.  It is 
where one encountered the Lord.  The Temple was where divinity and 

humanity came together.  
 

 Additionally, one offered sacrificed in the Temple.  Humanity was in a 
broken relationship since the sin of Adam.  By offering sacrifice, the goal was 
to reestablish relationship with God, to walk with God as Adam and Eve did in 

the Garden of Eden.  
 

 Finally, the Temple was where God was rightly praised.  The idea was 
that eventually, all the nations would come to the Temple to worship the one 

true God. 
 
 With this background, Mary and Joseph bring Jesus into the Temple 

and there offer Him.  By offering Jesus, Joseph and Mary are fulfilling the 
purpose of the Temple.  In Luke’s mind, Jesus Himself is the Temple.  He is 

the place where divinity and humanity meet.   
 
 Additionally, Jesus is the offering that reestablishes right relationship 

with God, so that we can walk with Him again.  In fact, the offering today 
foreshadows the Cross, where Jesus will completely and definitively offer 

Himself so that we are reconciled with the Father. 
 
 And finally, Jesus is the place where God is rightly praised.  In Jesus, 

we worship the Father in spirit and truth, which is true worship.   In short, 
Jesus fulfills the purpose of the Temple and is Himself the Temple. 

 
 What does this mean for us?  At every Mass, we offer Jesus under the 
appearances of bread and wine to the Father.  At Mass, Jesus is re-

represented to the Father.  And it’s not just Jesus, but we are presented or 
offered along with Him!  In this offering, we are reconciled to the Father and 

He is rightly praised.   The Mass is true worship.  
  
 We offer our hopes, joys, struggles, pains through Jesus, with Jesus, 

and in Jesus to the Father.  And in that offering, God is rightly praised.  In 
the doxology, I pray, “Through Him, with Him, and in Him, all glory and 

honor is yours all mighty Father, forever and ever.”  May each of you, then, 
offer yourselves along with Christ at every Mass! 


