
 Each year the St. Paul Seminary holds the Archdiocesan annual 
Mass for Persons with disabilities.  At this Mass, there are people who 

suffering from being blind, deaf, paralyzed, and Down syndrome.   
 

 It is a very powerful Mass in which the Church celebrates the gift 
of faith, the gift of joy, and the gift of just being human.   In that 

Mass, one realizes how the Lord is particularly close to those who 
struggle with disabilities and to those who care for them.  He is close 

to them because they must carry the cross of their disability – 
sometimes quite visibly, each and every day of their lives.  In carrying 

their cross, they recognize their dependence upon the Lord and upon 
those who care for them.   

 Today marks the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, the landmark 

case on abortion.  In the face of this decision, Catholics, other 

Christians, and many people of good will affirm that life is a gift from 
God and as such must be protected, supported, and celebrated.   

 By proclaiming the Gospel of Life in charity, the Church gives a 

voice to the voiceless.  She proclaims that each and every person 
deserves an opportunity to experience life, e.g., the first look of love 

from mom and dad, taking a first baby step, striving to achieve hopes 

and dreams, in short, to experience the beauty of this world and make 
it a better place.   

 What is more, the Church proclaims that each person deserves 

an opportunity to receive the gift of divine life in baptism, to share in 
the Eucharist, in short, to build a loving relationship with God in a 

community of faith.  Yes, each person deserves the opportunity to 
receive God’s love, to be nourished by that love, and to share that love 
with others.    

 As we work together for a greater respect for life, let us not 

forget to pray.  For only the Lord can bring about the necessary 
conversion of hearts.  And in our prayers, let us not be afraid to turn 

to our Blessed Mother who said “yes” to Life at every moment of her 

life.   

 In Mary, we are given a wonderful model of how life should be 

welcomed and cared for.  In turning to her, she will not only help us 
remain committed in proclaiming the Gospel of Life, but do so with joy, 

compassion, and mercy.  Mary, our Mother, pray for us! 


