
Queenship of Mary 
 

Today’s feast of the Queenship of Mary certainly does not have 

the fanfare of the Assumption.  Nonetheless, it is reveals a lot about 
the dignity and royalty of our Lady, as well as her role in her Son’s 

kingship. 
 

 In the Old Testament, one of the unfortunate realities concerning 

the king was that he had many wives.  For example, the Scriptures 
state that David had seven wives.  His son Solomon, for his part, was 

reported to have had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines (1 Kgs. 11:3).   

 
   Given the regular practice of polygamy in the Old Testament, 

the role of queenship fell upon the king’s mother.  For example, the 
king entrusted his mother with the education of his children.  

Additionally, the king’s mother often interceded for subjects’ needs.   
 

 For example, in the first book of Kings we hear that Solomon is 
firmly established as king.  His brother, Adonijah, previously made an 

attempt to usurp the throne for himself. 
 

After failing, he approaches Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, to 

see if she will ask the king that he may have a wife.  If he cannot have 
the throne, maybe he can obtain a wife.  When Bathsheba greets the 

king, we hear that “Solomon bowed down to her” and “had a seat 
brought for the king’s mother; and she sat on his right.” (1 Kgs 2:19) 

 
 Interestingly, King Solomon bowed down to his mother – a sign 

of respect – and gave her a seat at his right hand – a position of 
authority.  Here, we get the sense of how closely the king’s mother 

shared in the king’s authority.  As his mother, he was ready to listen 
to her request. 

 
 In this light, then, we can see how as mother, Mary shares in 

her Son’s kingship.  And as our mother, Mary cares very much for the 
king’s children (us!) and shares closely in Jesus’ kingship.   

 
In short, what’s a kingdom without a queen?  Our Lord, Jesus, is 

king of the universe.  As mother and queen, she sits right hand, 

interceding on our behalf.  And in that, we rejoice.  May we never be 
afraid to turn to our Mother, who always lives to make intercession for 

her children.  Mary, Queen of heaven, pray for us!    


